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Editorial 


Glimmers of hope 
In spite of recent British National Party electoral 
successes we have seen glimmers of hope over the past 
month that should spur us on in our endeavours to drive 
back the fascist party. 

As we went to press we heard of the defeat of the BNP 
in a Stoke by-election for which they had high hopes. 

September saw the TUC stand firm in its commitment 
to combat racism and fascism. Of course conference 
motions in themselves achieve nothing, but as many 
Searchlight readers are trade unionists we are sure they 
will make every effort to ensure that the TUC and their 
individual unions stay true to their word. All the various 
anti-BNP groups across Britain must work closely with 
the main unions in their region and, where appropriate, 
trades councils as well. 

The lead by Bradford TUC in successfully preventing a 
BNP meeting being held in a council building last month 
was a fantastic example of what trade unions can do. 
They were supported by the TUC nationally and there 
can be no doubt that the local and national pressure — 
during Congress week — had a real impact. 

The other glimmer of hope was the magnificent 
demonstration in Dungavel, Scotland, where some 1,200 
people protested at the government’s detention of 
asylum seekers there. In Dungavel can be witnessed the 
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price of all the bile-filled tabloid front pages and 
the attempt by the government to outflank the racist 
right on the issue of asylum. Here in Britain - a country 
that has much to say about human rights abroad — 
women and children who have committed no crime are 
incarcerated for months on end. 

Without doubt asylum is the main issue on which the 
BNP has made headway and it is an issue we have to deal 
with. This means winning over the public to understand 
that cruel treatment of people from abroad will not make 
their lot better. Crucially, it also means forcing the 
government to recognise that you cannot outmanoeuvre 
the extreme right by taking on its agenda. 

No doubt government researchers report that large 
sections of the public want to see asylum seekers locked 
up and consequently government policy is formed. 
It does beg the question why does the government 
decide policy on immigration this way but does not do so 
on other issues? Surely, if the government were 
consistent, we would see capital punishment reinstated 
for murder and a host of other unconscionable policies. 

We campaign against the BNP because it is not 
a legitimate political party but a fascist organisation. 
Our article for Black History month in this magazine is a 
timely reminder of where fascist agitation ultimately 
leads: to racial murder. 
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BNP GAINS 
FOOTHOLD 
IN ESSEX 


By Eddie Tucker 


he shock of British National Party members 

walking around Grays town centre in south Essex 

openly displaying party rosettes on by-election day 
on 4 September showed the confidence they had built 
up in just one month’s campaigning. With firm Labour 
supporters telling party canvassers they were voting 
BNP, a regular presence of seven or eight BNP 
canvassers every single day of the campaign and the 
open display of BNP posters in windows, the loss of one 
of Labour's safest council seats to the fascists was not 
exactly a surprise. 

But how did it happen? After all, the BNP had no 
presence in the area, had not stood in the district in 
recent history and, as one of its canvassers admitted, 
had very few members in Thurrock. 

Firstly, the Labour Party is virtually invisible between 
elections. In fact many of the councillors are 
hardworking and committed to improving their 
communities — it’s just that they don’t tell anybody. 
The area is run-down in places, but there are a lot worse. 
However, a massive council tax rise this year is not being 
matched by an equivalent improvement in services. 
Labour dominates the council and so the BNP vote was 





BNP election a protest vote against a seemingly uncaring and 
material from distanced party and council. 
Thurrock Secondly, there was a “positive” element to the BNP 


vote, especially from 
previous Labour voters. 
It was a positive vote for 
BNP policy against asylum 
seekers, who were blamed 
for all the country’s ills in 
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us moved out of Lor 
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its leaflets, with the nearby ports allegedly putting Grays 
in “the front line”. Nationally, Labour has fuelled the 
BNP’s extremism by making it respectable to denigrate — 
and even lock up — asylum seekers, and playing 
along with the numbers game. The irony of the 
BNP’s candidate, Nick Geri, being descended from an 
Italian immigrant grandfather was unfortunately lost 
on the electorate. 

Organisationally, the BNP campaign had the higher 
profile, with canvassing teams out every night and 
two people on every polling station sporting BNP 
Union Jack rosettes. Its leaflets were regular, widely 
distributed and backed up with door knocking. 
The maintenance of a strong presence throughout the 
campaign and the appearance of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, in the final two days (in an open-necked shirt 
unlike many of his newly suited members) showed the 
BNP had received a lost of support early on, and 
the bandwagon rolled. Not that Labour failed to 
campaign — it didn’t — it was the years of previous 
neglect that it paid for. 

One Labour spokesperson blamed the BNP win on 
low turnout. This was obviously not a local person, who 
would have explained the turnout was actually up, from 
around 15% to 22%, and the logic is that many of the 
BNP voters previously saw themselves as disenfran- 
chised and hadn't bothered to vote in the past. 

Although experienced local Labour party workers 
were not overly shocked by the BNP win, they 
were stunned by the scale of it, with Labour crashing 
from first to third after a strong Tory campaign. 
Unlike elsewhere in the country, the BNP did not appear 
to pick up Tory votes (the Tory vote went up), but gained 
from working-class Labour supporters and non-voters. 

The other parties must no longer be afraid of 
countering the BNP head on, especially the appalling 
attendance records of its councillors, the failure to 
deliver its empty promises and the suspension of one of 
its councillors for violence against his own members. 
If the fascists can win a seat from nowhere inside a 
month, ignoring them to “starve them of the oxygen of 
publicity” is longer an option. 

The lessons for Labour are clear locally and nationally. 
Active campaigning must be combined with a real 
connection with voters throughout the year locally and 
at a national level, an end to populist asylum-bashing, 
and a new policy that actually works with tangible 
improvements in rundown communities that make 
people proud of where they live. 

There are many more council seats in Essex 
that mirror Grays Riverside. The BNP’s first 
victory in the county will give the fascists a 
springboard if they are not challenged now. 

The theme running through the fascists’ 
literature was “Essex needs the BNP”. 
Essex needs the BNP like a hole in the head, 
and local anti-fascists are now planning a 
broad-based campaign to challenge the BNP 
across the area. 
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to a halt last month after the party failed in its 
attempt to win a by-election in Stoke. 

Despite pouring regional resources into the campaign 
and the presence, over a number of days, of BNP leader 
Nick Griffin, the party came second behind a resurgent 
Labour Party. 

The Abbey Green by-election had been called after the 
death of an Independent councillor who took the seat 
from Labour in 2002. That election had seen Labour 
swept from power and replaced with an Independent/ 
Conservative coalition. 

Labour has since flourished as an opposition party and 
won back many of its lost seats in May. 

The BNP distributed at least five leaflets in the wards. 
They focussed on asylum (though there are no asylum 
seekers in the ward), crime and council tax. The party also 
conducted door to door canvassing. 

Searchlight linked up with the local anti-BNP group, 
North Staffs Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 
(NORSCARF) to produce a highly effective leaflet. 
One side highlighted the hypocrisy of the BNP’s law 
and order stance while the reverse listed the broken 


T: British National Party’s electoral bandwagon came 


The BNP reacted furiously to the leaflet. They even put 
out a leaflet in response, which among other things 
claimed that BNP gang rapist Robert Bennett was not a 
key activist in Oldham but merely had gone out leafleting 
a couple of times. 

The other parties and the local press largely ignored the 
BNP throughout the campaign but that changed in the final 
week. Labour issued an eve of poll letter to its supporters 
urging them to get out and vote to stop the BNP. 

To their credit, the Liberal Democrats, traditionally 
weak in Stoke, issued a leaflet calling simply for an anti- 
BNP vote. 

A spokesperson for NORSCARF told Searchlight: “This 
was an important result for us. It would have been a major 
blow if the BNP had won another councillor. 

“Our leaflet went down really well and this was evident 
by the BNP response. 

“This shows the BNP can be beaten and it has made us 
even more determined to prevent them from winning any 
more seats next June.” 

Though the BNP was only 60 votes behind Labour it was 
still an important defeat. However, the real test will be 
later this month with three crucial by-elections in Burnley, 





promises of the BNP councillors already elected. 


News 171 brief 


Lawyer sues veteran nazi printer over 
faxed “tosspot” slur 

A solicitor is suing for libel after Anthony Hancock, the 
Sussex-based nazi printer, branded him “a greedy and 
incompetent tosspot”. 

Martin Cray, founding partner of Martin Cray and Co, 
of Edward Street, Brighton, is claiming thousands of pounds 
in damages from Hancock and his wife Corrine. The couple 
sent several insulting messages by fax following a row over 
how much the solicitor had charged for representing them 
in court. 

Mr Cray is claiming “unquantifiable damages” and 
seeking an injunction restraining the Hancocks from 
harassing him. The argument broke out after the couple 
decided to sue Hammonds bathroom fitters, accusing the 
firm of incompetently fitting a bathroom in their home, and 
took the case to Mr Cray’s firm. 

Crays were instructed to seek damages for breach of 
contract against Hammonds. However, the firm stopped 
acting for the Hancocks in April this year after a row broke 
out between them. 

Mr Cray claims he then received letters in July, accusing 
him of ripping them off. His statement of claim to the High 
Court contains copies of three faxes written by Mr Hancock, 
who owns The Print Factory in the Bellbrook Industrial 
Estate, Uckfield. 

In the first he wrote: “Dear Cray, your turn next for an 
exposé, you greedy incompetent and inefficient tosspot”. 
Another said: “Cray, you are thick as well as greedy. 
Any attempt to injunct me will be given full publicity alerting 
the City to a potential nasty smell. This will cost you a lot 





Bradford and Calderdale. 





more in lost business than the money you ripped off my 
wife. Return the money now and you will hear no more of 
this matter ...”. 

Mr Cray’s claim says the words suggested he had ripped 
off the Hancocks by fraudulently overcharging them for work 
he had not done. It says he suffered considerable damage 
to his reputation and the letters caused “substantial 
distress and embarrassment”. 


Merseyside unions build anti-BNP alliance 
Trade unions have set up an anti-fascism group to 
stamp out racism on Merseyside. The Merseyside 
Coalition against Racism and Fascism has been created 
in response to attempts by the British National Party to 
win six council seats in the area last May. The decision 
to set up the coalition followed a fight between the 
unions and the BNP over a public meeting before 
the May council elections. 

Merseyside TUC mounted a legal campaign in the 
High Court to prevent a meeting taking place at Anfield 
Comprehensive. The meeting was called off after the 
BNP missed a deadline to sign legal documents. 
Protesters gathered outside the Liverpool school even 
though the event was not taking place. 

As in much of Britain, next year, all Liverpool City 
councillors will be up for reelection and it is feared that 
far-right political parties will use the opportunity to try 
to win seats on the council and in the European 
parliamentary elections. 

Alec McFadden, the president of the coalition, said: 
“We respect the stance taken by Liverpool manager 
Gerald Houllier saying that he would not tolerate 
racism towards his players. If the BNP got their way, 
Liverpool would have to lose three quarters of its team 
because they do not want people from other countries 
working here.” 
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Burnley BNP 
descends into 
further chaos 


Over the past two months Searchlight has 
reported on the increasing troubles besetting 
a BNP branch that for a while had eight 
councillors on Burnley council. 

Things seem to be getting from bad to worse 
for Burnley BNP, as Nick Lowles reports. 


loters in Burnley are once again being asked to go 
to the polls this month. A council by-election is 


being held on 16 October in the Lanehead ward, 
in which the BNP won a seat from Labour in May. 

In any other circumstances, the British National Party 
would have fancied its chances. In May the party won 
seven council seats from all three political parties. While 
no one would admit it, there was a sense of invincibility 
about Burnley BNP. Privately, some people even thought 
the BNP might take control of the council within the next 
three years and win the parliamentary seat. 

All that seems a very long time ago. For the past three 
months Burnley BNP has stumbled from one crisis to 
another. In the process it has lost its organiser and his 
deputy, a council by-election, a councillor and 
sympathy in the press. 

The Lanehead by-election was called after the resigna- 
tion of the BNP councillor Luke Smith. Last month 
Searchlight revealed that Smith had smashed a beer 
bottle into the eye of the Leeds BNP organiser, 
Martin Reynolds. The previous month we revealed that 
Smith had a conviction for football hooliganism. 

The BNP still believes it can win the by-election and 
has done much to present itself as a party that has dealt 
with an internal disciplinary problem. But there is not 
the confidence within the local group that was so 
evident in May’s elections. 

At the most recent Burnley BNP meeting, the local 
chairman, Len Starr, spoke of the importance of this 
election not so much for the chance to regain the party’s 
eighth councillor but for internal morale. 


Burnley BNP The other parties also sense the BNP’s weakness. 
chairman Labour seems to be reenergising itself locally while the 
Len Starr Liberal Democrats, buoyed up by their victory over the 


BNP in the Hapton-with-Park by- 
election, believes they can once 
again come though the middle to 
defeat the other parties. 

Adding to the woes of Burnley 
BNP has been the quite public spat 
between Jim Cowell, the BNP 
council candidate in Burnley 
Wood, and the party’s national 
leadership. Cowell recently wrote a 
letter to the local paper 
denouncing whose who accused 
the BNP of being racist. He even 
suggested that the party would 
welcome non-white membership. 
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“I think BNP membership should be open to all”, 
he wrote. “There should be no discrimination against 
people of mixed race and other immigrants who are 
clearly part of this country’s future, just as there should 
be no discrimination against our own indigenous 
population. Without true integration this party will 
not go forward. 

”We need ethnics in our party who view this country 
as their own, who, while retaining some of their own 
culture, to a great degree have integrated with that of 
ours. These people are the true immigrants.” 

The national BNP reacted with horror and the national 
press officer, Dr Stuart Russell (aka Phil Edwards) penned 
a response denouncing Cowell’s views. He reminded 
Cowell that BNP membership was restricted to those 
people who could prove a pre-1948 British Heritage and 
pointed out that the party had an ethnic liaison 
committee if non-whites wished to show their support. 

Cowell was also roundly condemned by BNP activists 
across the country, many of whom, writing on 
internet discussion boards, demanded his resignation 
from the party. 

His comments have also caused unease among some 
in the Burnley branch who believe he should not have 
been selected as a party candidate in the last two council 
elections because he publicly denounced the BNP as 
extremist after the BBC Panorama programme in 2001. 

Interestingly, one defender of Cowell’s right to voice his 
views is Richard Mulhall, a BNP councillor from 
Calderdale. While he opposes his sentiments, he believes 
that Cowell has a right to air them. 

“Surely BNP candidates should be able to express 
opinions regarding party policy,” Mulhall wrote. 

“The BNP is supposed to stand for Democracy and 
Freedom, so what's wrong with Jim Cowell expressing 
his opinion, that the BNP should open up it’s [sic] 
membership to the ethnic minorities. 

“It seems that most members don’t have a chance to 
push for change within the party ie: The party’s advisory 
council is made up of mostly non-political members, 
Treasury Dep, Internet Dep, yet there is no representation 
from it’s councillors who are making political decisions in 
their respective Town Halls every day of the week. For us 
to be seen as a truly democratic party we should 
encourage internal debate not try and stifle it.” 

Mulhall, a former activist of the nazi terror group 
Combat 18, was alluding to the growing internal 
criticisms of the BNP leadership. In early August he 
joined 120 people in Clitheroe to hear John Tyndall’s 
final speech before Tyndall was expelled. 

Burnley BNP has also been rocked by the resignation of 
its organiser and most high profile activist, Steve Smith. 
He used the party’s treatment of his nephew, Luke Smith, 
as his excuse but Searchlight has learnt that he faced 
expulsion over financial and electoral irregularities. 

Although Smith has pledged allegiance to Burnley 
BNP, he hates Nick Griffin and the rest of the party 
leadership with a vengeance. If he decides to carry out a 
vendetta against Griffin then Burnley BNP could be in 
real trouble. 

The local BNP has also been hit with the resignation of 
the branch’s deputy organiser and press officer, Simon 
Bennett. He left his position in June to spend more time 
with his family but it is widely known locally that he was 
angry that the party leadership refused to take him on as 
a full-time paid worker. 

The effects of his departure were felt almost 
immediately. Last month Searchlight reported how the 
leader of the BNP council group admitted that the party 


had no intention of presenting a political and policy 
programme for the council, despite being the main 
opposition group. 

In the latest press gaffe, the newly elected BNP 
councillor for Cliviger with Worthsthorne, Brain Turner, 
has had to backtrack on his earlier condemnation of a 
community initiative in his ward. He had denounced 
the Cliviger and Worthsthorne Challenge as “politically 
correct nonsense”. 

Local people reacted with fury, claiming that it had the 
support of most local residents. Stung by this, Turner 
resorted to claiming that someone had obviously forged 
the original letter. No one was fooled, including the local 


paper, which flatly rejected Turner's claim. 

Victory in the Lanehead by-election is crucial for 
the future of Burnley BNP. Attendances at local 
branch meetings are slipping and morale is already 
low. Defeat, coupled with a vengeful Stephen Smith, 
could send the party into further decline. 

The by-election is also hugely significant for the other 
main parties. If Labour can recapture the seat then it will 
be able to announce publicly that it has turned the 
corner in local political fortunes. If the Liberal 
Democrats win, then they will legitimately be able to 
claim that they, rather than the BNP are the official 
alternative to Labour in Burnley. 
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Tyndall vows to return 

John Tyndall launches his legal 
action against the British National 
Party leadership this month. Tyndall, 
who founded the BNP and led it 
until he was defeated in a leader- 
ship challenge in 1999, is taking 
action after being expelled from 
the party. 

After taking legal advice, Tyndall 
is claiming that his expulsion was 
politically motivated. He will cite a 
BNP organisers’ bulletin, issued 
before his suspension, which gave a 
political justification for his removal. 

Tyndall met with supporters last 
month at a Friends of Spearhead 
dinner in a Birmingham hotel. 
He announced to the audience his 
firm belief that he would be back in 
the BNP very soon and promised to 
lead a campaign against the current 
BNP leadership. 

The BNP is obviously worried about 
a High Court action. Publicly, 
supporters of the leadership are 
denouncing Tyndall for wasting party 
funds. Privately, some admit that they 
are on legally weak ground. It would 
be politically humiliating if Griffin were 
forced to accept a strengthened 
Tyndall back into the party. 


BNP apology demanded 

An extended family who moved to a 
small Scottish island are demanding 
an apology from the BNP. 

Last month the BNP website 
welcomed the decision by the Dobson 
family to move away from the East 
Midlands, saying, “This is the ultimate 
in white flight”. The website also 
praised their decision to escape “the 
Third World people, perverts and hard 
drugs of city life”. 

The Dobson family were horrified to 
learn that they had been linked with 
BNP racism. Sam Dobson, 37, is 
married to Perlin, 35, who is of Afro- 
Caribbean descent. He said, “Il take 


objection to the BNP for suggesting 
that we would want to leave because 
of racially motivated reasons. My wife 
is black and so is my daughter which 
makes it a nonsense. | would not 
want people to think we are in any 
way connected to the BNR” 

He continued: “We actually miss 
the multicultural diversity that we left 
behind. It is probably the thing | miss 
the most about life in Scotland.” 

So far the BNP has refused to 
apologise and offered only weasel 
words to justify the article. 


C18 staggers back to life 

The hardline nazi terror group 
Combat 18 stirred last month to 
commemorate the tenth annivers- 
ary of the death of lan Stuart 
Donaldson, the former singer in the 
nazi band Skrewdriver. 

Almost 250 nazis from across 
Britain and Europe attended the 
nazi concert, held in the West 
Midlands. Headlining the night were 
Razors Edge and the German band 
Race War. Also playing were two 
East London bands, Chingford 
Attack and the Blackshirts. 

This was the largest C18 event for 
several years. The group has done 
little in the past two years and 
continues to be dogged by bitter 
infighting. Some C18 activists, 
frustrated by the lack of leadership 
and commitment shown by Will 
Browning, have formed a splinter 
group, the Racial Volunteer Force. 


Welsh BNP yob jailed 
A British National Party supporter 
spent some days in an Italian jail last 
month after being arrested for football 
violence. Andrew Toose, 34, was one 
of five Swansea hooligans convicted 
for his part in the trouble before the 
crucial Welsh European Championship 
qualifier against Italy in Milan. 
Searchlight readers will remember 


Toose as a pumped-up steroid abuser 
and bodybuilder. In spring 2001 he 
became active in the newly formed 
Swansea BNP group and attended a 
meeting addressed by the party leader, 
Nick Griffin. Later that year he became 
a laughing stock within the BNP and 
Welsh hooligan scene when he turned 
up at the party’s Red, White and Blue 
festival wearing a St George's top. 

Toose was arrested after a three- 
sided fight between hooligans of 
Swansea, Cardiff and Newport. 
Searchlight sources within the 
Swansea hooligan scene told us 
that at 10.30 on the night before 
the match, a group of 150 Cardiff 
hooligans clashed with a smaller but 
tough group of Newport hooligans. 
With no police in the area a ten- 
minute fist and bottle fight broke out. 

The Cardiff group eventually chased 
the Newport hooligans up the street 
where a group of Swansea hooligans 
were gathered. Swansea and Newport 
joined together to continue the fight 
against Cardiff. After almost three 
days in jail, Toose and four other 
Swansea hooligans appeared before 
Italian magistrates and were given 
suspended jail sentences. 

It is has been a bad couple of years 
for Swansea BNP It has_ never 
recovered from a series of Searchlight 
exposés in 2001 in particular the 
revelation that its organiser, Rhys 
Williams, was a trade union branch 
secretary. The local football hooligan 
group also suffered after it became 
clear that someone within the group 
was talking to Searchlight. 

It has also been a difficult time for 
Toose personally. Searchlight under- 
stands that his steroid abuse has 
taken its toll and his health has been 
poor. 

While Toose and other BNP activists 
remain on the hooligan scene, the 
Swansea BNP group is virtually 
defunct. 
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BNP rejected again 


By Mike Hartman 


September, which saw the British National Party 

regain a seventeenth councillor, was the result in 
Walker, Newcastle upon Tyne. There the BNP came a 
poor second to Labour, wresting this position from the 
Liberal Democrats by 25 votes. This was the second by- 
election that the fascists had contested in the Northeast 
since the May elections and still they are without a 
single councillor in the region. 

As anticipated, the BNP fought the campaign along its 
favourite theme in the Northeast, asylum. Even in 
Stanley, County Durham, where the BNP came third in a 
by-election in July and where there is not a single asylum 
seeker or refugee, the party still made this issue the 
focus of its campaign. 

The Walker by-election was precipitated by the death 
of Cllr John Cunningham, a former Lord Mayor of 
Newcastle and a well known local figure. BNP members 
wrote to the council and forced the by-election to be 
held early. 

The BNP put out one leaflet, titled the Newcastle 
Patriot, and began canvassing in the ward before the 
election date was set. The candidate, Jonathan Keys, 
had stood in his home ward of Benwell in the May 
elections, polling 15%. Keys is facing a charge of libel 
brought by Sir Jeremy Beecham, a Labour councillor 
who represents Benwell. In a previous Newcastle 
Patriot, Keys had referred to the “corrupt ways” of 
Labour councillors. The BNP initially did not bother to 
enter a defence against the libel charge after refusing 
to withdraw the claim and apologise. When the 
case went to court Kevin Scott, the regional BNP 
organiser, bleated that the party’s original defence had 
gone “missing in the post”. It has now submitted a 
defence and the case will be heard at Teesside Crown 


Qsreme by the Thurrock result on 2 





Court on the grounds that Beecham is a well-known 
figure on Tyneside. 

Unison, the Anti Nazi League and the Tyne and Wear 
Anti-Fascist Association (TWAFA) mounted a vigorous 
campaign against the BNP. The most refreshing aspect 
was the presence of a significant number of local people 
who were involved in drawing up and distributing two 
anti-BNP leaflets to every house in the ward. Crucial in 
this process were the churches, particularly Father 
Conaty at St Anthony of Padua. 

It was evident from their faces at the count that BNP 
members were disappointed by the result, which left 
them more than 1,000 votes short of victory. Subdued, 
the ten fascists who were present, who included John 
Harwood, a veteran antisemite and former NF 
organiser, cheered their vote and booed the Labour 
victory. Harwood arrived at the count after the others — 
he found it more difficult to tear himself away from his 
drink in the Hotspur public house. Scott made informal 
complaints to the observer from the Electoral 
Commission; his cohorts demanded that piles of votes 
were recounted as it emerged how close the Liberal 
Democrats were to second place. Scott was also 
whinging about the anti-fascist picket that greeted the 
BNP at the Civic Centre. 

Scott is desperate for an electoral breakthrough in the 
Northeast. About a quarter of all BNP candidates 
nationally stood in the Northeast in May and they 
won nothing. On 10 September he said of a BNP win, 
in the Newcastle Evening Chronicle, “It’s inevitable 
and once one falls the rest will follow like slow motion 
skittles.” TWAFA is of the opinion that the BNP will 
have to replace Scott as its organiser before it makes 
any real progress in the region, particularly if it loses its 
libel case. 
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PROTESTS GROW AGAINST 
DUNGAVEL DETENTION CENTRE 


By Dave Renton 


outside Dungavel in Lanarkshire, western Scotland, 

to protest at the government’s continuing detention 
of asylum seekers there. It was a large, noisy and well- 
attended protest, supported by many of the political parties 
represented in the Scottish Parliament — including the 
Scottish National Party, the Scottish Socialist Party and 
the Greens — and the Scottish Trades Union Congress. 

Dungavel is a privately run centre, capable of holding some 
150 detainees. The land once belonged to the family of the 
Duke of Hamilton. More recently, the main building used to 
be a prison. Rudolf Hess was held there after arriving in 
Britain and in the 1950s and 1960s, the building held 
remand prisoners and young offenders. Since being 
converted into a camp for asylum seekers, new walls have 
been built, and bars and razor wire added. Local campaigners 
describe it, with justice, as a concentration camp. 

Just from the security, you would imagine that the most 
dangerous criminals are being held there, murderers or 
serial rapists. In fact, the prisoners are largely women and 
young children. They are held there because their asylum 
appeals have failed. The government intends to deport 
them and warns that if they were not kept in prison 
conditions some of the detainees might flee. : 

At the end of June, there were some 1,355 people around 
Britain detained in removal centres, about 120 of them at 
Dungavel. Some 60 of the inmates are children or their 
parents. The government says centres such as Dungavel are 
not prisons and that those held are treated with dignity. 
But the news filtering out suggests a different reality. 

At the start of September, a Somali woman, Fatima 
Muse, had her week’s living allowance of £3.50 


A= 1,200 people gathered on 6 September 


confiscated. Her “crime” amounted to concealing the two 
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Weetabix she had been given for breakfast, taking them up 
to her room and feeding her two children, aged one and 
two. Such arbitrary punishments seem to be increasingly 
common, as a low-paid and badly trained workforce 
struggle to keep control of long-term inmates who have 
never been accused of any crime and are increasingly 
resentful at being held in what amounts to a maximum- 
security prison. 

A further complaint is that families are being held for 
months at Dungavel. In the past year official statistics 
showed that some 55 people were held for more than 
12 months in detention centres, being neither released 
nor deported. In one case, the authorities held a Kurdish 
mother and her four children at the centre for just over a 
year before their deportation to Germany. 

Anne Owers, the Chief Inspector of Prisons, recently 
criticised conditions in Dungavel. “The detention of 
children should be an exceptional measure”, she argued, 
“and should not exceed a very short period — no more than 
a matter of days. The welfare and development of children 
is likely to be compromised by detention, however humane 
the provisions, and that will increase the longer detention is 
maintained.” It seems to be a basic maxim of British law 
that young people should not be jailed, unless they are the 
children of refugees or asylum seekers. 

Local groups in Lanarkshire and Ayrshire have been 
campaigning against the centre for several years, visiting 
the refugees locked up inside, drawing press attention to the 
terrible conditions in which these people live and demanding 
that Dungavel should close. This September’s demonstration 
was much bigger, however, than any of the previous protests. 

The Socialist MSP Rosie Kane spoke at the 
demonstration. She has been in the news recently for 
offering housing to a family of refugees appealing 
against their detention. She was accompanied by 
speakers from the other main parties, trade 
unionists and a drum band. Demonstrators 
grasped the fences surrounding the prison and 
shook them symbolically. Asylum seekers waved 
back from inside Dungavel and cheered on the 
demonstrators. 

One reason for the march’s success was trade 
union backing. There were large contingents 
from the teacher’s union, ElS, and from local 
branches of the engineers’ and council workers’ 
unions. The organisers were also helped by splits 
in the Labour Party. Just days before the centre 
opened, two Labour Members of the Scottish 
Parliament went public with their concerns about 
conditions in Dungavel and in particular the 
detention of children. 

On the day of the protest, a leader in the Scottish 
Herald asked why Scotland’s First Minister had 
never spoken out on the UK government’s asylum 
policy. His reply was that under the terms of 
devolution the Scottish Executive has no power to 
change asylum law. A majority of Scots regard the 
policy as unjust and the conduct of their ministers 
as cowardly. How many more children must be 
locked up before the policy is changed? 


Children say 
no to the walls 
of hate at 
Dungavel 
detention 
centre 

Picture: Kath 
Kyle/Scottish 
Socialist Voice 
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TUC CONGRESS 


Groundswell to expel fascists from trade unions 


Adrian Askew 
General 
Secretary 
CONNECT: 
“It’s up to 
everyone to 
make 

sure that the 
society we 
live in is not 
scarred by 
the likes of 
the BNP” 


By Maureen Foster 


evident from the start of this year’s TUC Congress. 

Brendan Barber, general secretary of the TUC, used 
his opening address to urge Congress delegates 
“to pledge never to rest as long as the BNP try to divide 
and destroy our communities”. He asserted “we must be 
out in the community ... taking our campaign to the 
street corners and the doorsteps’. 

Congress had learned from Bradford TUC that a 
British National Party meeting scheduled for 10 
September was due to be held in a council-owned 
public meeting hall in the Queensbury ward of Bradford. 
Bradford City Council had refused to ban the meeting. 
Mick Rix raised the issue and strongly urged Bradford 
City Council to ban the rally. 

Barber faxed Bradford City Council on behalf of the 
TUC, calling on it to ban the BNP meeting in Queensbury. 
The general secretaries of Unison, the TGWU and the 
GMB did likewise. When the council still refused to ban it, 
more union general secretaries faxed the council. 

This added to the pressure being brought to bear by local 
activists in and around Bradford. After days of intensive 
lobbying, led by Bradford TUC, the council banned the 
meeting a few hours before it was due to start. Unity in 
action from grassroots activists up to the TUC leadership 
produced results. There was a strong feeling that the trade 
union movement will do this over and over again until we 
drive the BNP into the gutter where they belong. 

Unions had submitted several resolutions on the fight 
against the BNP for debate at Congress. Delegates voted 
unanimously in support of the composite motion C5 — 
Opposing the BNP and racism, which is reprinted here 
in full. 

Billy Hayes, general secretary of the CWU 
(Communication Workers Union), proposing the 
motion, urged that the campaign against the BNP “must 
be a major priority for the trade union movement”. 
He also criticised the Labour government stance on 
asylum, asking “is it any wonder that the racists like the 
BNP are gaining ground when the government is 
clearing the ground for them?” He demanded that all 
political parties speak out against the BNP, saying 
“their threats and poison cannot be ignored — we cannot 
ignore them and hope they go away”. 

Sam Allen from NATHFE, seconding the motion, 
reminded delegates that several NATHFE members were 
listed on the BNP’s infamous Redwatch website and 
said, “the fight starts now and our movement will lead 
the fight”. 

Mick Rix, general secretary of Aslef (Association of 
Locomotive, Engineers and Firemen) called on 
delegates never to forget that the BNP is “systematically 
working to infiltrate the trade unions and undermine 
our work, working to poison relations between union 
members and bring political work to a halt”. 


Te strength of the resolve against fascism was 
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In a final rallying call he thanked all delegates for the 
messages of support for Aslef and said he had been 
asked numerous times whether the union would have, 
in the light of his failure to be re-elected as general 
secretary, done anything differently in the legal case 
involving the Aslef BNP member. He said emphatically, 
“No, there is no room for nazis and racism in our union 
and I am proud of what our union did”. 

Veronica Dunn, of Unison, spoke of the hard work 
carried out by anti-fascists in Newcastle upon Tyne to 
keep the BNP out in the recent Walker by-election. 
She told delegates that at the count a BNP member had 
pointed the finger at her saying “the streets belong to us”. 
“No”, she said “never, not while the trade unions exist”. 

The work that Searchlight has done over many years 
was acknowledged by Pauline Arthur from Connect. 
She paid tribute to Searchlight for “exposing the 
loathsome and criminal activities of the BNP” and called 
on delegates to “support Searchlight, which exposed 
racism, fascism and all forms of prejudice and worked in 
a non-sectarian way”. She praised the brave 
investigative work of Searchlight and said we “shine a 
light into the heart of fascism’. 

Many other delegates made strong contributions, 
including those from the FBU, Napo, SOR, ISTC, GPMU 
and PCS ,but the final word should go to Colin Moses of 
the Prison Officers Association, who reminded delegates 
that all known members of the BNP would be dismissed 
from the Prison Service. He put out a challenge to 
employers: “can you pass the Prison Service test? 
BNP members should not be allowed to work for the 
police and the immigration Service. We should ban 
them from their place of work and union membership.” 


_ 





Motion passed at Trade Union Congress 2003 


Motions 19 and amendments, 20 and amendments 
and 21. 


Congress is alarmed at the recent electoral successes 
of the BNP and the increase in racism and racial 
attacks, particularly aimed at asylum seekers since 
1997. The growth of a party of racists and fascists is a 
threat to all that trade unions stand for. 


Congress commits the TUC to campaigning against the 
BNP and asserts the crucial role trade unions and 
educational institutions, themselves the targets of 
BNP activity, must play in countering organised racism 
and fascism. 


Congress condemns the Labour Government's fuelling of 
racism and racist organisations, like the BNP. by actions 
which create an atmosphere of fear against asylum 
seekers. Congress believes that it is a grave error for 
mainstream politicians to ignore the BNP The growth of 
the neo-Nazi right in Europe shows that the fascist 
threat must be confronted head-on, not ignored. 


Congress believes that the advances by the BNP were 
made possible in the context of a negative climate 
created by increasingly restrictive immigration and 
asylum legislation, a hysterical media campaign and 
the growth of Islamophobia in the aftermath of 
September 11. 


Congress calls for the resources allocated to military 
action against other countries, itself a major factor 
generating the movement of refugees, to be diverted to 
education and welfare to meet the extra demand placed 
on our public services. 


Congress calls upon the General Council to ensure that 
Government recognises that the far right will seek to 
infiltrate occupations such as the police, prison and 
social services in order to enact their racial abuse in 
‘protected! areas of individual care 


Congress supports the actions taken by affiliated 
organisations to exclude fascists from union 
membership. Congress reaffirms its belief that 
racists and fascists have no place in the trade union 
movement and that trade unions should be free to 
expel members of racist and fascist parties from 
membership without fear of legal claims under the 
provisions of TULRCA ’92. 


Congress congratulates the TUC on its submissions to 
the Government's Employment Review on this matter 
and calls upon the Government to immediately repeal 
Sections 64-67 and Section 174(4)(iii) of TULRCA 
1992 to ensure that unions are free to decide their own 
admission and disciplinary rules, subject only to general 
laws such as those against impermissible discrimination. 


Congress believes that asylum seekers and refugees are 
welcome here and rejects the scapegoating of asylum 
seekers and the view that only a 'tough' approach to 
asylum will help stop the advances of the BNR 

The ever tougher language and policies adopted by the 
Government and mainstream political parties have 
created a climate of alienation and attacks against 
asylum seekers and have contributed to the electoral 
success of the BNP Government policy of 'reception' 
centres criminalises asylum seekers and panders to the 
BNP Present policy on asylum has encouraged the 
growth of a hidden workforce, exploited and run by 


unscrupulous gangmasters, who afford no rights, few 
rewards and little or no health and safety protection. 
Congress asserts the right of all workers to work without 
fear of racist or fascist intimidation. 


Congress condemns the Prime Minister's suggestion 
that the European Convention on Human Rights be 
repealed, fuelling a culture in which fascist organisations 
thrive. Congress condemns the removal of financial 
support for in-country applicants for asylum. 


Congress calls for active campaigning against media 
demonisation of asylum seekers. 


Congress agrees that a single-issue national campaign 
against the BNP threat is required, in anticipation of the 
European, local and London Assembly elections in 
2004. Building on the experience of the Unite Against 
Racism campaign in 1993, and UNISON campaigns, 
Congress directs the General Council to establish such a 
campaign in an alliance with black, lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, political, religious and trade union 
organisations to secure united action against the 
fascists. 


Congress instructs the General Council to: 


i) launch a campaign to ensure that the relevant 
sections of TULRCA are urgently repealed; 


ii) assist affiliates in challenging the BNP and other 
extreme racist/fascist parties/organisations' 
infiltration of member affiliates, and electorally in 
elections; 


provide resources for local campaigns in areas 
targeted by the BNP as has been done in northern 
and north west; 


promote co-operation between unions and anti- 
fascist organisations and in particular, encourage 
affiliates to support Searchlight in exposing the 
loathsome and criminal activities of the BNP; 


promote grassroots, community-based 
organisations that will provide broad-based anti- 
racist, anti-fascist campaigns; 


ensure that the Government and other mainstream 
political parties continue to be fully appraised of 
the deep concerns of affiliates about the wider 
effect of current policies on asylum seekers; 


call on the Government to repeal section 55(5) of 
the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 
which drastically reduces entitlements to benefits 
for asylum seekers; 


viii) organise a major national event in northern 
England to sharpen the profile of the trade union 
movement in fighting racism and fascism; and 


ix) confront all forms of racism, discrimination, 
Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and religious 
discrimination. 


Mover: 
Communication Workers' Union 


Seconder: 
NATFHE — The University and College Lecturers’ Union 


Supporters: 

Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen, UNISON, Connect, NAPO, Society of 
Radiographers, Prison Officers’ Association 
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Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 

all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 











I enclose my donation of £ 





(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 














Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 


Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Your account no Sort code 





Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





44Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?3 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 





Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

& Special rates on training and educational materials. 

= New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Trade Union activists’ network 


Union Union 








national/regional/branch (please specify) national/regional/branch (please specify) 








Contact name Contact name 















































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 





Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford |IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 @ Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com ® www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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Local 
solutions 
to Britain’s 
national 
problem 


By Steve Silver 


conference in the Northwest of many of the local 

anti-fascist groups that we have been working with 
to stem the growth of the British National Party. 
We have believed for a long time that fascism and 
racism will only be defeated by determined grass-roots 
activity that engages with people in their communities 
and workplaces. 

We are bringing the various groups together because 
we feel we have a lot to learn from each other and 
because we all recognise that many of our old strategies, 
which have become custom and practice over the years, 
do not meet today’s challenges. Together we intend to 
look at what has worked in localities and what has not. 
Of course we can only achieve a little at one gathering, 
but we can at least start the process. Most importantly 
we will all have a chance to hear about some of the 
pioneering work, particularly in the Northwest, which 
has kept the BNP out of places that it believed were 
“in the bag”. 


Te month Searchlight is hosting a national 


New problems, new tactics 

The old tactic of producing a leaflet which labels the 
BNP as nazi and giving it out from a stall in a high street 
is simply not effective enough. Yes, we still need to label 
the BNP as nazi, and yes, we still need leaflets, but we 
have to recognise that we are facing a different situation. 
And a different situation requires different tactics. 

Racism — also known as opposition to asylum seekers 
— has hegemony in Britain today. It isn’t only the 
government's appalling management of immigration 
policy or the disgraceful tabloids, which look little 
different from a BNP publication when it comes to 
hateful front pages, that are to blame. 

For example, a crucial issue is the local newspapers — 
and radio and TV - that are always looking for a local 
angle on racism and asylum seekers. Many local 
papers simply relish a scare story about an asylum 
hostel or “Asian” crime. This is often accompanied by an 
article explaining how the BNP has formed a new unit or 
some other propaganda emanating directly from the 
“party” itself. 

Long ago the BNP replaced the National Front as the 
brand name of British racism. If the papers want a racist 
quote — and they invariably do — they know where to go. 
BNP activists are also regular writers of letters to the 
local papers and callers to radio phone-ins. They often 
do not declare their political allegiance and just claim to 


be local citizens with a gripe about how the area has 
changed since “immigrants” arrived. 

If the BNP manages to get itself all over the local 
media, then we need to do the same. Local anti-racist 
groups need to make sure that one of their members is 
reading the papers, listening to radio phone-ins etc and, 
crucially, responding with their own letters and calls. 

Our leaflets need not only to explain who the BNP are, 
but also to show that we are local people concerned and 
engaged with local issues. Not only that, we have to 
demonstrate that racism is a diversion from the real 
issues. We have to tear down the facade of lies that 
makes people believe that an anti-asylum-seeker or 
anti-Asian platform can genuinely make anybody's lot 
better. The fact that this is not easy is not a reason to give 
up; on the contrary, it is one reason that we need to 
know and exchange information about what works. 


Untruths, unpalatable truths 
The BNP has often been able to create and feed upon 
urban myths: plausible untruths that are believed by 
many. For example, the BNP has been able to create fear 
of asylum seekers in places where there are none at all 
and no plans to house any. They also love to spread 
rumours that there are racial links to specific crimes, 
when there are none, or the link is tenuous. 
Furthermore, we should not be afraid to confront 
difficult issues, unpalatable truths. Where there is 
interracial violence, whether it is white on black or black 
on white, reactionary forces in both communities need 
to be defeated. This means dealing with the fascists and 
their allies in the white communities, but also working 
with black and Asian progressives who have to win over 
sections of their communities to understand that a 
solution based on skin colour or ethnicity not only offers 
no solutions to local problems but in fact is a part of 
the problem. 


Out-organising the BNP 

In places where the BNP has made advances we 
need to operate a policy of “containment”, working 
very hard to prevent the fascists getting new councillors 
and ensuring that when their councillors come up 
for re-election a few years down the line, the other 
political parties have got their act together enough to 
defeat them. 

The BNP is very excited at the prospect of picking up 
more and more councillors in “white flight” areas, where 
people have moved out of the cities into relatively 
mono-ethnic areas. In spite of the growth of the BNP 
over the past few years, it is still very patchy in terms of 
people on the ground. The BNP has used mobile 
leafleting teams to deal with this problem, but has yet to 
build a real base in many areas. Anti-racists are in a 
position to build solid local groups and start literature 
distribution so that the BNP finds it difficult to get a 
foothold when it targets an area. 

Searchlight has stated may times that we believe trade 
unions will play a key role in defeating the BNP. 
This process is well under way. In some areas, 
churches, political parties and other, perhaps unique, 
local organisations will also be crucial in crushing the 
BNP. We have to be non-sectarian, imaginative and 
creative in our approach. 

Above all, over the coming period we need to build an 
anti-fascist cadre, sharp on the key issues and confident 
in its ability to organise effectively. The BNP can be 
beaten, and it is effective organising on all our parts that 
will help it happen. 
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Riots and lynchings, 
fascists and immigrants: 
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By Marika Sherwood 


hough Black peoples have lived in Britain since 
they arrived here with the Roman armies, mass 
immigration did not take place until after the 
Second World War. While it could be argued 
that before the mid-nineteenth century the 
sictioadiip of Blacks and Whites was generally 
relatively easy, the racial climate then changed. By 1919 
there were riots against Black people and a Black man 
was lynched in Liverpool. A Liverpool paper had 
described Blacks as “idle and insolent, many of them 
living on unemployment doles ... a black menace ...”. 
The paper quoted a police official recommending that 
all Blacks should be rounded up and shipped home, and 
that “white women who carry on with negroes” should 
be arrested. The retired Administrator of Bechuanaland 
in a letter to The Times (14 June 1919) explained why “an 
intimate association between a black or coloured man 
and white women is a thing of horror”. Another letter, in 
the Sunday Chronicle (15 June 1919), spoke of the 
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what’s changed? 


“negro’s inborn and ineradicable savagery, and ... 
unspeakable bestiality where women are concerned ... 
There can never be any question of equality between 
blacks and whites.” 

The service of “coloured” troops to fight for Britain in 
either of the two world wars did not change attitudes. 
These troops returned to their homes to find that the 
economic situation had deteriorated. The only solution 
was emigration. Moreover, Britain needed labour. By the 
late 1950s, postwar immigration, invigorated if not 
begun by business and government recruitment, was 
about to reach its height. Rumours of imminent 
restrictions reached the Caribbean and the Indian sub- 
continent and people hastened to beat the ban. 
They arrived to a climate of ubiquitous negative racial 
stereotyping. (The Black children I taught in London 
schools in the 1960s were not expected to achieve, but 
White working-class children weren't either. Just keep 
them quiet, I was told. I remember as late as the 1970s, 
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while running an in-service course for teachers, 
showing slides of West Indian housing to demonstrate 
that Blacks did not live in trees.) The notion of inherent 
inferiority to Europeans was common. Mixed marriages 
were regarded with horror. 

In the summer of 1958 anti-Black rioting erupted in 
Nottingham. Homes and people were attacked. 
The Black community, according to Dominican reporter 
Edward Scobie, felt that “the police were biased and not 
fair in their dealings with coloured people”. In August, 
the racist flames having been fanned by Mosley’s Union 
Movement and other fascist groups, sporadic attacks on 
the streets of London escalated into riots. These were 
worst in the North Kensington area, home to many West 
Indian settlers. As in Nottingham, individual Blacks 
were pursued in the streets by mobs screaming “Lynch 
him’, “Lynch him”. The riots were blamed by the police 
and the press alike on “hooligans”, and on the Black 
settlers who were deemed to be a “problem”. That the 
local fascists had been stirring up trouble was ignored. 

At about lam on Sunday 17 May 1959, a young 
Antiguan carpenter, bespectacled Kelso Cochrane, was 
walking home from the hospital which had just plastered 
his broken thumb. Six White youths attacked him, 
leaving him on the pavement dying of a knife wound. 
There were some witnesses to the crime; the police were 
sent lists of names; some youths were held overnight, but 
there were no charges and no arrests. This was clearly a 
forerunner to the murder of Stephen Lawrence. 

Black people were horrified — and organised to take 
action. The Notting Hill-based Inter-Racial Friendship 
Co-ordinating Council (IRFCC) held a meeting and 
decided to send an open letter to the Prime Minster, 
stating that “coloured citizens of the UK have lost 
confidence in the ability of the law enforcing agencies to 
protect them”. The meeting demanded that the 
government close “racial centres” and pass a law making 
incitement to racial violence illegal. It also decided to 
seek a meeting with the Home Secretary to discuss the 
situation and the demands. 

A delegation of the Council, led by vice-chair Claudia 
Jones, received a Home Office audience. It spent one 
and a half hours with three Home Office officials and 
demanded speedy action against racist propaganda, a 
trebling of the police force in the Notting Hill area and 
new legislation to prevent incitement to race hatred. 
This was necessary because of “inactivity by the 
authorities in the face of organised attempts to stir up 
racial hatred by fascist groups”. Failing this, it would 
form its own defence organisation. 

The deputation also proposed the appointment of a 
Select Committee “with both white and coloured 
members, to go into the whole question of the special 
problems of districts such as Notting Hill where there 
are large numbers of coloured residents”. According to 
other reports the deputation also asked for the removal 
of policemen “with known racial bias’, and that the 


enquiry. “Every effort will be made to encourage 
effective integration’, he promised. “The police 
discharge their duties impartially,” Butler assured the 
Commons. “Any activities being undertaken calculated 
to lead to a breach of the peace the police have the 
powers to deal with ... To take action against [racial 
discrimination] might not be effective. That is why I do 
not want to step into that without a great deal more 
consideration.” His contacts with the press “indicate 
that it is willing to take a responsible view of this matter”. 
After meeting with police chiefs Butler announced that 
he was satisfied with their “handling of the situation in 
Notting Hill and elsewhere”. The “root of racial tension’, 
according to the police chiefs, lay in “restlessness among 
young people and social malaise”. 

Butler clearly did not feel that stirring up racial hatred 
would lead to “a breach of the peace”, as he gave 
permission for the White Defence League to hold a rally 
in Trafalgar Square. The government also refused a 
month later to ratify the International Labour Office’s 
Convention on Racial Discrimination. 

Jones and the IRFCC did what they could. In a massive 
public funeral for Kelso Cochrane, about 1,000 people 
attended the church service and “many more 
accompanied the casket to Kensal Green Cemetery”. 
Telegrams were sent to his mother in Antigua, and to 
friendly governments and sympathetic contacts in Cairo 
and Paris soliciting support. The High Commissioner for 
Ghana, the Mayor of Kensington and, despite their 
reservation about the IRFCC, the Premier of the West 
Indies Federation and Commissioner Garnet Gordon 
were among the mourners. The total cost was £257, a 
vast sum in those days, which excluded the actual cost 
of the burial. A fund was started for Kelso’s mother. 

It was all to no avail. A few years later, in 1962, 
Parliament passed the Immigration Act. The message 
was clear and resulted in further anti-Black riots in 
Dudley, Smethwick, Wolverhampton, Accrington and 
Leeds. “Paki-bashing” and “nigger-hunting” became 
popular British pastimes. After a number of far-right 
organisations merged to form the National Front in 1967 
and NF candidates stood in local and national elections, 
anti-Black attacks were further legitimised. Anti-Black 
attitudes were reinforced by the 1968 Immigration Act. 
Anti-racist resolutions passed by the TUC and the 
Labour Party remained words in the air. 


This article contains excerpts from two of Marika 
Sherwood’s previous works: Claudia Jones: a life in exile, 
Lawrence & Wishart, 2000 and “Lynching in Britain”, 
History Today, March 1999. For the argument on the 
change in attitudes, see “Race, Empire and Education: 
teaching racism”, Race & Class 42/3 2001. The 
information on the1919 letters appears in Black & Asian 
Studies Association Newsletter, no 18, 1997. 


proposed legislation should deem racial discrimination 
illegal. The senior Home Office official who received the 
delegates assured them that the “government was 
satisfied that the police were taking necessary action ... 
It was unlikely that West Indians would be allowed to 
form their own defence organisations.” 

However, R A Butler, the Home Secretary, only 
promised to “watch the situation” and encourage 
“effective integration and consider recruiting coloured 
policemen ... and slum clearance”. When pressed in 
Parliament, Butler condemned the fomentation of racial 
discrimination, but denied the need for a special 


The Black & Asian Studies Association (BASA) was formed in 
1991 in order to encourage research and disseminate 
information on the history of Black peoples in Britain. It also 
lobbies government and its quangos on a variety of issues and 
engages with other organisations such as English Heritage and 
the National Archives (PRO). BASA publishes a newsletter three 


times each academic year, which contains original articles, 
research news, book reviews, historical documents and figures, 
and an update on its activities. Subscriptions are £10 for 
institutions, £8 for individuals, £5 concessions. Please send 
cheques to BASA, c/o 28 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DS. 
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This month marks the first anniversary of 


ne photographer Mike Cohen’s death. At Searchlight 
Above: BNP supporter with a pile of newspapers at last year’s of course we remember Mike every month, 
Countryside Alliance march particularly as we go into the production process of 
Right: two demonstrations against deportations and racism the magazine and select pictures for articles. 
Below: Red Lion Square, 1974, anti-fascists demonstrate against the On this page are a few of Mike’s pictures that we 


National Front. Photos by Mike Cohen wanted to share with our readers. As anyone who 

: Fe ay» knew his work will attest, Mike was far more 

| \f than an anti-fascist photographer; he had a 

= deep commitment to all manner of labour 
movement causes. 

Even the smallest of campaigns would 

= | capture Mike’s imagination and through his 

photographs he would help them get publicity. 

He was often the only photographer to 

document some of the most significant 

protests of British political history. 2 

Mike was thrilled at the work that was being © 

developed with Searchlight and the trade 

unions and the fact that we were broadening 




















An essential book for the 


= anti-fascist bookshelf 
Hate Racism 
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Get three issues of the magazine 
that supports trade unionists 


Subscribe to Labour Research, the UK monthly 
which makes information for trade unionists its 
number one priority, and get 15 issues for the 
price of 12. 
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Yes, | would like to subscribe to Labour Research and 
enclose £31.85 for my subscription plus three free issues 
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' Confrontation 
and exposure can 









_ defeat the BNP | 


The three main political parties are struggling to cope 
with the emergence of the BNP. Conservatives, 
Labour and Liberal Democrates are all debating 
whether to confront them, outflank them or ignore 
them. The answer is easy, says Nick Lowles. 
The only way the BNP can be defeated is when they 
are exposed for what they really are. 








he recent batch of local by-election results 

must have made grim reading for the political 

strategists and number crunchers in the 

headquarters of the Conservative and Labour 

Parties. In every by-election the British 
National Party has contested since May it has beaten at 
least one of the main political parties. 

In Heckmondwite (Kirklees) and Grays Riverside 
(Thurrock) the BNP beat everyone to take the seats. 
In Hapton-with-Park (Burnley) the BNP came second 
and only 11 votes behind the Liberal Democrats. In the 
traditional Labour strongholds of Ellesmere Port, 
Stanley (County Durham) and Walker (Newcastle upon 
Tyne) the BNP thrashed the Tories. 

While all the wards contested had been Labour-held, 
the dramatic collapse in the Conservative vote should 
set alarm bells ringing. In Heckmondwite, a Tory vote of 
31% in May was reduced to just 8.1% in the by-election. 
In the relatively affluent Hapton-with-Park the Tory vote 
slumped to 2.6% and in Walker it was only slightly better 
at 4.8%. 

The mainstream parties need to realise that they are 
all at risk from the BNP. While it is true that the BNP only 
stands in a fraction of local council contests, it is equally 
clear that the greatest barrier to the fascist party’s 
growth is not popular support but its organisational 
shortcomings and a lack of activists in some areas of 
the country. 

There seem to be very few places where the BNP is 
unable to tap into the disillusionment of young 
working-class people, many of whom have long 
dismissed voting as an irrelevance. And the BNP is 
equally appealing to traditional Conservative voters 
who are keen to maintain the ethnic purity of their 
defiant neighbourhoods and who increasingly no longer view 

ick Griffin, the Tories as a credible alternative. ‘ 

BNP leader, Some in the Labour Party have long worried about the 
at an growth of the BNP but the dominant view has been to 
Oldham dismiss it as a problem confined to the Northwest. 

election The Conservatives have happily viewed the BNP as 
count Labour’s problem, often sniggering privately at each 
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new Labour embarrassment. Suddenly this mood is 
beginning to change. Recent BNP successes in West 
Yorkshire, Hertfordshire and Essex have demonstrated 
just how vulnerable the Tories are to the BNP. 

While it is true that the BNP poses a greater threat to 
Labour in next year’s local government elections, its 
growing support threatens Tory prospects in the 
European elections and even at the next general 
election. The Conservative Party needs to win back 
dozens of parliamentary constituencies in Essex, 
West Yorkshire and the West Midlands if it wants to form 
the next government. Its prospects will be severely 
dented if a great swathe of its vote or potential vote 
switches to the BNP. 

If the rise of the BNP is finally beginning to worry the 
political parties, there remains no consensus on how 
best to fight them. Three strands of opinion exist. 

The first approach is to ignore the BNP and hope they 
go away. Behind this is the belief that making the BNP an 
issue in an election only gives them the oxygen of 
publicity and hypes them up as a credible political 
alternative. Some who support this view believe that the 
political parties must push the positives of their own 
parties rather than being distracted by the BNP. This is 
the view that has dominated the Labour Party. 

The second approach is to confront them politically 
and more importantly expose them as racists and 
fascists. There have been some great examples of 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats taking on the BNP 
and benefiting politically. 

The final approach has been to try and outflank the 
BNP by appearing hardline on race and asylum. 
Encouraged by the Prime Minister's private pollster, 
Phillip Gould, the government has been eager to 
be seen “cracking down” on asylum seekers and 
criticising practices within the Asian communities. 
The Conservative Party has also adopted this line and 
become increasingly extreme on asylum in a bid to 
shore up support among its own voter base. 

No one party has followed a single strategy in 
opposing the BNP. All three parties have tried two if not 
all three strategies in different areas of the country. 

In 2002 Labour used the “confront and expose” 
approach in Oldham and it paid off handsomely as its 
vote rose by 40% in some areas. It called the BNP 
“racists” and “fascists” and clearly picked up an anti- 
BNP vote. 

“Tt is quite clear when you look at the rise in turnout 
that some people voted to keep out the BNP” says 
David Heyes, Labour MP for Ashton-under-Lyme, which 
covers the southern part of Oldham. “These people are 
unlikely to have come out and voted for us if we did 
not run a strong anti-BNP campaign.” 

In other areas, Labour has largely ignored the BNP. 
Labour candidates did not run any sort of anti- 
BNP campaign in most parts of West Yorkshire, 
Burnley and the West Midlands in the May elections. 
Labour also ignored the BNP in the recent by-elections 
in Burnley, Kirklees and Thurrock. 

Although it cannot be said that the BNP would have 
been defeated if Labour had’ run a hard campaign, 
it is clear that Labour has not benefited from ignoring 
the BNP. 

The Liberal Democrats have also been divided over 
how to deal with the BNP but a new consensus is 
emerging. Last year the Lib Dems decided to ignore the 
BNP in Oldham and suffered. While their vote was 
expected to slump after brilliant results the previous 
year, the swings of up to 40% to Labour are partly 


explained by the BNP effect. Labour ran a strong 
anti-BNP campaign and was seen by voters as the anti- 
BNP party. 

The Lib Dems have changed direction and adopted a 
strong anti-BNP line which has so far paid dividends. 
In Pendle, Oldham and Calderdale, the Lib Dems fought 
strong anti-BNP campaigns, which included calling the 
BNP fascists and perverts, and in all three areas their 
vote rose substantially. 

In the Hapton-with-Park by-election, the Lib Dems 
came from nowhere to take the ward. A classic strategy 
of coming in between the BNP and Labour brought 
victory by 11 votes. More importantly, they offered 
disgruntled voters with a respectable alternative to 
Labour while simultaneously exposing the BNP for 
what they are. 


Normalisation strategy 

The biggest argument against calling the BNP “fascist” 
or even “racist” is that voters do not identify the BNP 
they see on their doorsteps in those terms. That may 
well be so but it is precisely because there is a gap 
between many voters’ perception of the BNP and the 
reality that it is incumbent on us to expose the BNP as 
fascist to the core. 

In 1999 the BNP launched its Media Monitoring Unit 
to challenge the negative presentation of the party in 
the media. It realised that the biggest obstacle to its 
growth was the popular notion that it was a fascist and 
racist party. 

Slowly but surely it has defeated much of the media. 
The MMU has bullied local newspapers and journalists, 
threatened editors with complaints to the Press 
Complaints Commission and radio and television chiefs 
with the Broadcasting Standards Commission. Now the 
local media almost universally describe the BNP as 
merely “rightwing” and “nationalist”. 

More recently the BNP has initiated over 20 legal 
actions against the press. Most are for calling BNP 
activists “nazis”. While there is an obvious financial 
advantage to be gained from any victorious legal action 
there are bigger political benefits. Like the MMU, the 
BNP’s newly formed legal department is part of its 
normalisation effort. To become electable, the BNP 
needs to become just another political party, albeit on 
the right of the political spectrum. 

Accepting that voters no longer view the BNP as a nazi 
party is accepting this normalisation. This strategy is the 
kiss of death in the fight against the BNP. The BNP must 
be fought on a range of fronts but exposing what the 
party really stands for is central. After all, the racial 
superiority of the white race remains the central belief of 
the BNP and this is what sets the BNP apart from any 
other modern democratic political party. 


Bridging the gap 

The question is how you do it, and here we must become 
a lot more sophisticated. We need to find ways to bridge 
the gap between perception and reality rather than 
accepting the perception as the status quo. 

Some of the tactics we have used in the past have 
been more successful than others. We must accept that 
some things have not worked and we must learn from 
our mistakes. 

It is clear that the Searchlight leaflet produced 
for the Mixenden by-election in Halifax did not work. 
The headline was too sensationalist and the voters did 
not recognise the violent former Combat 18 organiser in 
the smartly dressed man who came to their doors 
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LET DOWN BY THE BNP! 


Fury as controversial councillors miss key vote 


Residents in Burnley and Halifax were left furious after 
none of the BNP councillors in those towns turned up 
for a crucial Council vote. 
In the most important debate of the year Councils were due to 
' set their tax for the year ahead. But not one of the Councillors 
concerned bothered to turn up! 
Needless to say they carried on drawing their allowances 
though! 
“They were all big promises 
at election time”, said one 
local: resident. “But what did 
they deliver? - nothing” 
Local people know that 
Jackie Stanton has a real 
record of getting things done 
ahd winning improvements 
for local people. 
? : They say “Any one can make 
big promises - Jackie Stanton / 
gets real action for us.” : 


r.--— 3) ___-___ Deen in $f James 


A good talking about local issues. But rather than dismissing an 
example of aggressive anti-BNP strategy because of this one leaflet, 
Liberal as some in the Labour Party are keen to do, what we 
Democrat must do is think of more effective means of delivering 
anti-BNP the message. 

literature Oldham is one place where the voters’ perception of 


the BNP is much closer to reality. An increasing number 
of Oldhamers have seen through the respectable facade 
the BNP has tried to construct and so it is not surprising 
that they have been more appreciative of other hard- 
hitting headlines. 

One such leaflet featured the revelation that the BNP’s 
leafleting organiser was a convicted gang rapist. 
“BNP leader in gang rape shame”, screamed one 
headline. It deliberately played on the victims being 
white and ended with the words: “The next time the 
BNP come to the door beware, you could be staring into 
the eyes of a gang rapist”. 

The leaflet had an immediate effect during the 2002 
elections. Never before had anti-fascist campaigners 
witnessed young mothers in the supposed BNP 
heartland of Hollinwood standing in the street to read a 
political leaflet. 

The nagging fears many voters had with BNP 
extremism and criminality appeared to have been 
vindicated by this revelation, coming as it did after an 
almost relentless campaign to expose the extremism of 
Oldham BNP. The gang rape story changed the whole 
climate of the Oldham campaign. The BNP canvassers 
felt hostility on the doorstep for the first time, the 
Labour Party became more strident in its attack on 
the BNP and it emboldened voters to turn out to 
keep the fascists at bay. 

It is clear that sensationalist leaflets can only work in 
areas where voters are ready to believe them. 
In Oldham, voters were clearly ready to accept the 
accusation while in Halifax they were not. 

It has been said that Oldham BNP is different from the 
BNP elsewhere. While there may not be hidden gang 
rapists lurking in the higher echelons of other BNP 
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' units, there is hardly a BNP branch that has 
no members with a murky past. Once again 
political parties and anti-BNP groups 
must work together to exploit this. 

However, there are other ways to 
highlight the fascist nature of the BNP. 
In Torbay, a letter to the local newspaper 
by one voter demonstrated one alternative 

strategy. George Heighinton told readers 
how he had witnessed Nazi Germany at 
first hand as a child in the 1930s and as a 
result joined the RAF at the first 
opportunity. He went on to fly Spitfires 
during the war and was awarded the DCS. 

He ended: “I feel a chill when I see 
the BNP stand here in Devon, the 
phraseology might be different but 
the message is the same one I heard in 

Hitler’s Germany. Thousands of my 

generation won't forget their sacrifice.” 

The letter met with a_ hysterical 
response from the local BNP organiser 
precisely because it was so powerful. 

It is of course important to attack the BNP 

on all fronts. If BNP councillors fail to 
attend key council meetings or do not 
respond to local voters then it is worth 
focusing on this. If, as is the case in 
Calderdale, the BNP campaigned on the 
promise that its representatives would not 
take a 43% rise in councillors’ allowances and they 
then accept the increase, this needs to be publicised. 
It’s a case of horses for courses. You attack the BNP on 
the issue on which you believe they are most vulnerable 
and this can only be decided a local level. 

But would be wrong to believe that you can defeat the 
BNP solely on their record as councillors. Considering 
the appalling quality of some local councillors, the 
scandals that have dogged so many town halls and 
the poor perception of councillors by local voters, it is 
quite possible that BNP councillors will be com- 
paratively more active and receptive to local issues. 

The BNP is emerging as a major political threat to 
mainstream parties in a growing number of areas in the 
country. If we are to have any chance of checking this 
rise the BNP must be defeated next June. If the BNP wins 
the 60 or more council seats that some in the party are 
privately predicting then we will have a major problem 
that will take a long time to eliminate. 

Third party campaigning, by groups that do not 
themselves contest the election, has a role to play and of 
course we need to recognise our strengths and 
weaknesses and run a more sophisticated and targeted 
campaign. However, there is a limit to what third party 
campaigning can achieve. The BNP is going to be 
defeated by other political parties and this will only 
happen through the combination of a positive 
presentation of a party’s own policies with a tough and 
targeted anti-BNP message. Central to this has to be 
exposing the truth about the BNP. 

Dismissing a strong anti-BNP campaign because of 
the present perception of the BNP is to surrender to the 
fascists’ normalisation strategy. Worse still, it further 
legitimises the BNP as just another rightwing political 
party. The political parties and third party campaigning 
groups need to work together in a more sophisticated 
way to bridge the gap between perception and reality. 
Only when voters see the BNP for what it really is do we 
have a hope of defeating the fascist menace. 
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News from the sewers 


BNP London 
row rumbles on 


THE TWO RIVAL camps in the British National Party seem 
to have set their feud aside during the campaign that won 
the party a council seat in Grays, Essex, last month. 
Even people who should not be in the party at all, such as 
the old hardline nazi and Searchlight informant, Keith 
Thompson, were out plodding the streets for the BNP. 

In May this column reported a BNP rally in London at 
which John Tyndall, the party’s founder, was the main 
speaker and several of his supporters were present. It now 
seems this was an attempt to bring them together with 
their rivals, the supporters of Nick Griffin, the party's 
present leader. 

Since then Tyndall has been expelled from the party 
and has announced that he is resorting to the courts to 
challenge the decision. 

We described the London rally as the Night of the Short 
Knives. Soon afterwards the BNP’s March bulletin 
accused two members of stealing the collection from the 
meeting. The story that was put around was that Dave 
Hill and Robert Jeffries, who is better known in the party 
as Bob James, stole the money from the house of Chris 
Roberts, the London and Essex organiser. It appears that 
the police investigated but decided not to act. 

Perhaps the police are now more interested in Roberts 
and his brother Barry. Hill and Jeffries recently issued a 
long open letter attacking Griffin and his supporters, 
including Chris Roberts. It explains that it was Roberts 
who stole the money from the rally and that although it 
went against the grain, Hill and Jeffries reluctantly 
threatened to report him to the police. After Roberts 
angrily returned the money, the letter alleges, he and his 
brother Barry threatened to “kneecap, torture and kill” 
Hill, Jeffries and their respective families. 

The letter complains that the Griffin leadership 
described Roberts as a self-made millionaire who 
was leaving the City to devote his time and fortune to 
the BNP, but he turned out to be a disappointment. 
“Tt was now quite obvious that a little village somewhere, 
was missing its idiot!” 

Talking about law and order brings us to the case of 
Simon Northfield, one of a gang of National Front and 
Combat 18 thugs jailed last November for 25 years between 
them for plotting to kidnap and torture black people in 
south London and going armed with various weapons. 

Northfield, a thug of long standing and the former NF 





youth organiser, has convictions for beating up elderly 
women and keeping company with loyalist mass 
murderers. He got short shrift at the Appeal Court when 
his lawyer told the judges that he might have planned 
the attack but it was not carried out. Well that is true 
because some sure-footed work by the police stopped it. 
So it was straight back to his cell to get on with his 
sentence of four years and four months. 


Schizophrenia 
Last month we reported that the Electoral Commission 
had refused to let the White Nationalist Party register as 
a political party because its title was “obscene or 
offensive”. They even lost their £150 registration fee. 
But let it never be said they are not triers: they have now 
registered as The England First Party. Regular readers 
might recall that some time ago the International Third 
Position in this country changed its name to England First, 
a similarity that might interest the Electoral Commission. 


Giving a leg up to the BNP 

One the biggest complaints among BNP members about 
the party’s annual Red, White and Blue festival has been 
its shambolic organisation and in particular its hopeless 
public address system. The members also leave much to 
be desired. This year Luke Smith, a convicted football 
thug and now a former Burnley councillor, was expelled 
for glassing a steward after two rows over his drunken 
and violent behaviour. 

The BNP was over the moon when a supporter in the 
PA business donated the use of a modern system and 
promised it would be available for all future major 
gatherings. Told this was a family weekend, he decided 
not only to go along personally to set up the system but 
also to bring his wife. This new and _ financially 
worthwhile relationship with the BNP ended as soon as 
it had begun after one of the party’s law abiding 
members decided to put his hand up Mrs PA’s skirt in 
what was no doubt an act of political solidarity. 


British National Party 


WANTED 


















For indecently assaulting the wife of a 
party supporter at the national Red, White 
and Blue Festival. 


We are sure that among the many grasses in 
the party somebody will turn him in. 

All information to the BNP Press Department 

c/o Dr Stuart Russell aka Dr Phil Edwards 
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ITALY 
Wine to choke on 


THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT has protested to its 
Italian counterpart over an Italian firm selling wine 
bottles carrying Nazi slogans and pictures of Adolf 
Hitler. The protest followed reports on the German TV 
station ARD that a company in the northern Udine 
region was producing 30,000 bottles a year with 
portraits of Hitler and other leading Nazis on the labels. 

The company’s website shows various versions of the 
bottles, many featuring Hitler giving the Nazi salute and 
citing the words ein Volk, ein Reich, ein Fiihrer, a 
favourite Nazi slogan. Other labels were emblazoned 
with images of Mussolini and even Stalin. Displaying 
Nazi symbols and slogans is illegal in Germany but not 
in Italy. Brigitte Zypries, the German Justice Minister, 
has warned that the company will be prosecuted if the 
bottles are sold in Germany. 


HONG KONG 
Nazism cool 


FASHION STORES FULL of swastika-emblazoned tat and 
karaoke bars decorated with photos of Adolf Hitler have 
caused uproar in Hong Kong where, it seems, Nazi imagery 
has become the latest expression of “cool”. Despite con- 
demnations after protests by the Israeli authorities, the 
display of Nazi symbols continues. According to a news 
agency report, a staff member at the popular Bar Pacific 
in the city’s Kowloon district defended the photographs 
on the premises’ walls depicting Nazi soldiers carrying 
out executions. “The customers enjoy it”, she claimed. 
Later, however, the pictures were removed after fierce 
complaints from Eli Avidar, the Israeli consul. Avidar had 
earlier protested about the Hong Kong fashion chain Izzue 
touting Nazi-inspired “fashions” in its 14 stores. The items 
were also later removed from sale. 


GERMANY 
Hitler’s film-maker dies 


THE DEATH OF Hitler’s film-maker Leni Riefenstahl at 
the age of 101 in Bavaria in early September was widely 
reported. A Nazi propagandist who never showed the 
slightest repentance for her activities between 1933 and 
1945, she was most notorious for her 1934 documentary, 
The Triumph of the Will, which glorified Nazism in 
Wagnerian style through the prism of the Nuremberg 
party rally. Hitler liked the film and commissioned her to 
produce another propaganda masterpiece, the two-part 
Olympia, which depicted the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. 
She had access to a vast budget and no technical 
facilities or innovations were denied. 

Riefenstahl duly produced a film that exalted 
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Germanic athletic prowess. Unfortunately for her and 
her moustachioed sponsor, Jesse Owens, the black US 
sprinter, rained on her parade by winning a gold medal 
and smashing 11 world records. 

After the war, Riefenstahl was an artistic outcast but 
still managed to find the funds to produce arcane still 
photography studies of the Nuba tribe in Africa and a 
film about life on the ocean floor. Riefenstahl, who met 
Hitler on numerous occasions but never joined the Nazi 
party, said that she was “mesmerised” by the dictator ... 
an emotion she never qualified, much less renounced. 
Although she has now shuffled off the mortal coil, 
rumour has it that Jodie Foster will star as Riefenstahl in 
the movie of her life. 


USA 
Schwarzenegger’s father was Nazi 


THE FATHER OF Arnold Schwarzenegger, who is standing for 
election as governor of California, was a Nazi, it was 
revealed in early September. Gustav Schwarzenegger, 
a prewar Austrian policeman, applied to become a member 
of the Nazi Party in 1938 and joined the German Army in 
April 1939, according to documents in the state archives 
in Vienna and Berlin. His war record indicates that he 
enlisted in the military police and took part in the invasions 
of Poland and France before serving on the Eastern front 
during the siege of Leningrad in September 1941. 
In February 1944, he was discharged from the army after 
being wounded. Although he was not accused of any 
crimes, it is noteworthy that Schwarzenegger signed up 
with the Nazis before they took over in Austria in 1938. 
After the war, he was allowed to resume his career in the 
Austrian police. 


SWEDEN 
Murdered minister was 
dedicated anti-fascist 


A SWEDISH NAZI linked to White Aryan Resistance 
(VAM) has been arrested for the murder of Anna Lindh, 
the Foreign Minister, as we go to press. Ms Lindh, 46, 
died of her injuries several hours after being stabbed 
while shopping in the centre of Stockholm last month. 
The 35-year-old man has a long criminal record and 
was suspected of taking part in an armed VAM raid. 
Lindh’s death is a tragedy. She was a sincere anti- 
racist and anti-fascist who also defended Sweden's 
political independence. During the late 1980s, when 
she headed the Swedish Social Democratic youth 
organisation SSU, she worked closely with Searchlight 
and remained a friend of the magazine. She will be 
mourned and sorely missed by her friends and 
comrades in Sweden and internationally alike. 





From Pat Hennings in Gothenburg 


NSF loses its chief mouthpiece 


THE PROPAGANDA CHIEF and de facto leader of the 
National Socialist Front has suddenly announced that 
he is leaving politics. Bj6rn Bjérkqvist, who is based 
in the southern city of Karlskrona, is currently on trial in 
Gothenburg for inciting racial hatred. 

The National Socialist Front (NSF), which was formed 
in the mid-1990s and was for several years the fastest 
growing nazi group in Scandinavia, is evidently in 
trouble. Its membership is crumbling and its leadership 
is in disarray following recent setbacks. The NSF's 
pedigree, in Swedish nazi terms, had been impressive, 
as it had evolved out of a group of skinhead followers 
of the terrorist White Aryan Resistance (VAM) in the 
early 1990s. 

Its leader at the time was the charismatic Anders 
H6gstr6m, a determined youngster with a remarkable 
ability to impress the movement's veterans. For a short 
while Hégstrém was considered a potential leader of a 
unified Swedish nazi movement but this prospect 
evaporated late in 1999 when Hoégstrém defected to the 
democratic camp following a long period during which 
he had re-evaluated his life. 

Before his defection, it was revealed, Hégstr6m had 
held several discussions with Bjérn Fries, a Social 
Democrat councillor whose patient work helped him 
break with his nazi past. Today, Hégstrém works with 





the anti-nazi Exit project in Motala. Hégstrém’s 
departure from nazism occurred at a time when Sweden 
was being rocked by acts of nazi terrorism, including the 
murder of two police officers in Malexander, the car 
bombing of the anti-fascist journalists Peter Karlsson 
and Katarina Larsson and the assassination of Bj6rn 
Séderberg, a trade union activist. Some of those 
involved in the Malexander killings had direct links with 
the NSE 

After Hégstrém’s shock defection, the leadership of 
the NSF was up for grabs. To avoid internal splits, 
control was initially was handed over to a triumvirate 
consisting of Anders Arleskog, the chief organiser and a 
founder member of the party, Hans Himmler Pettersson, 
the party’s security chief and a key operator for Erik 
Bliicher’s Ragnarock Records, and Bjérkqvist, who 
moved to Karlskrona to handle NSF propaganda and 
information. 

This group was later joined by the convicted criminal 
Bo Nilsson, previously a deputy leader of the Sweden 
Democrats. Nilsson, however, was quickly dropped 
from the NSF leadership when he began a four-year 
prison term for arson in 2001, while Pettersson 
remained in the background and is believed to have left 
the leadership in 2002. 

This left the way open for Bjérkqvist, who had an 
organising ability and intelligence level well above his 
party associates. An ardent antisemite and hardline 
national socialist, Bjérkqvist was able to lend the party a 
measure of credibility. While Arleskog was stomping 
about in paramilitary training with the so-called Legion 
Wasa, which consisted of two dozen convicted criminals 
high on dreams of armed nazi revolution, Bjérkqvist 
faithfully ran the party press and website, and tried to 
negotiate political alliances with other nazis. 

Despite his intelligence, Bjérkqvist often led with his 
chin and had to take the legal consequences of running 
a lawless outfit, collecting four convictions for 
incitement of racial hatred, with a fifth trial pending and 
a sixth charge to be decided in the near future. 

Just before the invasion of Iraq, Bjérkqvist travelled to 
Iraq to help build support for Saddam Hussein’s 
government “against Israel”, as he put it. He was invited 
to participate in the anti-war Peace Race conference in 
February, alongside left-wing activists from Belgium 
and France, who did not seem to find it at all odd to 
sit with a nazi dignitary from Sweden. Bjérkqvist did 
not complain either. “It is not difficult to unite around a 
‘no to war’ slogan’, he declared, although he was 
less than appreciative of the strong left-wing presence at 
the conference. 

Bjorkqvist’s decision to leave political life is not an 
abandonment of national socialist ideology, in contrast 
to his predecessor Anders Hégstr6m. Far from it. 
Bjorkqvist is still a nazi, although he claims to be 
severing all his ties with his party and where his decision 
will take him remains to be seen. It must, nevertheless, 
be considered a huge setback for an organisation so 
bereft of intellectual substance. 
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Nazis honour Hitler deputy unopposed 


MORE THAN 3,500 nazis, including around 500 from 
outside Germany, marched under heavy police 
protection through the small Bavarian town of 
Wunsiedel to commemorate their idol, the late and 
unlamented Rudolf Hess, who is buried there. 

The application for the march, which the city 
authorities originally banned, came from the 
leading nazi lawyer Jirgen Rieger. His close link 
with the nazi Freie Kameradschaften was apparent 
from the fact that most of the marchers, especially 
the skinheads, were from that group. 

Large numbers of members’ of _ the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands also 
turned out to honour Hitler’s deputy. 
They were joined by fascists from 
Sweden, Denmark, the UK, The 
Netherlands, Belgium, France, Italy - a 
contingent of about 70 from the 
Veneto Fronte Skinheads - Slovakia, 
Austria, Romania, Croatia, Switzerland 
and, curiously, “Danzig”, a former East 
Prussian city, which since the war has 
been within Poland. 

There were, however, some 
conspicuous absentees including the 
leading north German nazis Christian 
Worch and Thomas Wulff, as well as 
other Kameradschaften bosses. 
Whether their absence indicates a 
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hardening of internal conflict in the nazi scene 
was unclear. 

Police measures to protect the nazis turned out 
to be unnecessary because only about 200 anti- 
fascists were there. The weakness of their position 
rapidly became clear to the nazis, whose 


Anti-Antifa photographers snapped away without 
hindrance. The skinhead thugs were able to throw 
their weight around unopposed. 

This year’s Hess parade was a victory for the 
nazis, who will now seek to exploit their success by 
turning it into a substantial annual international 
fascist gathering. 











































































































Who was 
Rudolf Hess? 


RUDOLF HESS, Hitler’s deputy and the last to die of the 
Nazi war criminals condemned at Nuremberg, committed 
suicide in Berlin's Spandau prison on 17 August 1987. 
Hess, 93, was held in Spandau for over 40 years despite 
his family’s efforts to secure his release, aided by nazis 
across the world. 

Born in Egypt in 1894, he was a virulent German 
nationalist and Jew-hating racist all his adult life. After 
serving in the First World War, in 1919 he joined the ranks 
of the paramilitary Freikorps in Bavaria, a festering sore of 
extremism in the stormy period following Germany's defeat. 
There, marauding bands of former soldiers calling 
themselves “true German patriots” had a licence to kill, 
torture and maim anyone who got in their way. 
With swastikas emblazoned on their steel helmets, these 
killers organised a reign of terror against political 
opponents. Hess’s unit, the infamous Epp Brigade, was 
notorious for its murderous treatment of Communists, 
socialists and Jews long before the Nazis held power. 

Hess was a central figure in the the Nazi debacle that went 
down in history as the Beer Hall Putsch in 1923. Their failure 
to establish power from the barrel of a rifle landed Hess and 
Hitler in the soft-regime Landsberg prison, where they 
drastically rethought the tactics of the Nazi Party as outlined 
in Hitler's rantings in Mein Kampf. It was there that they laid 
the plans for a mass movement, for the invasion and rape of 
Eastern Europe and for the genocide of the Jews. 

Between 1925 and 1933, Hess ran the Nazi Party’s 
organisation and acted as Hitler’s private secretary. In these 
roles, he helped build the Nazis into a force capable of vying 
for power after the German economy collapsed in the 1929 
Wall Street crash and Germany's streets were filled with 
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swaggering hordes of brown-shirted Nazis. 

Hess was a key figure in Hitler's seizure of power and the 
obliteration of German democracy in 1933. He had a hand 
in all the fateful decisions that followed. He knew about the 
pogroms against German Jewry, he knew about the plans to 
launch war against Europe and he knew of all Hitler’s other 
schemes to install the “Thousand Year Reich”. 

Much speculation has surrounded his solo flight to Britain 
on the eve of the Nazi attack on the Soviet Union. Two things 
are certain. Firstly, his proposals for a separate peace with 
Britain were not in conflict with the Nazis’ objective of 
reducing Eastern Europe to slavery and exterminating millions 
of Jews and Slavs. Secondly, he flew to Britain looking for 
support from sections of the British Establishment that had 
enthused about the Nazi experiment until 1939. 

Sentenced to life imprisonment after the war, Hess was 
lucky to escape execution. He remained totally unrepentant 
and the Soviet Union, ever mindful of its 20 million citizens 
killed by the Germans, refused to countenance his release, 
a move that would have been an insult to all those who died 
in the war against fascism. 
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GERMANY 


From Werner Kleinbeck in Berlin 
Police smash nazi terror conspiracy 


POLICE RAIDS in Munich and east Germany on 9 
September have thwarted a plot to bomb a synagogue and 
netted nine would-be nazi terrorists and a large quantity of 
bomb-making material and weapons. 

In Munich, police seized 1.7 kg of high explosive TNT, one 
of the largest hauls ever taken from right-wing extremists. 
A 20-person Special Commission is continuing the 
investigation of the arrested nazis, who are suspected of 
conspiring to cause explosions. In total, 14 kg of explosives 
were confiscated, as well as firearms, hand-grenades, 
ammunition and a large amount of propaganda material. 

The TNT was to have been used to bomb a ceremony in 
Munich on 9 November, at which President Johannes Rau was 
going to lay the foundation stone for a new synagogue and 
Jewish community centre. The date marks the anniversary of 
Hitler’s abortive 1923 Munich putsch and the Kristalinacht 
pogrom of 1938, when Nazis smashed Jewish property. 
A large number of people, including Paul Spiegel, the head of 
Germany's Jewish community, had been expected to attend 
the ceremony. The attack could have caused horrific carnage. 

The president of the Jewish community in Munich, Charlotte 
Knobloch, expressed shock at the news of the planned 
outrage. “Just the fact that we now have to take great care 
again”, she said, “is an absolute catastrophe for us.” 

The raids in Munich captured three prominent activists 
of the so-called Kameradschaft Sud, one an 18-year-old 
woman. A fourth man, Alexander Metzing, already 
in custody for attempted murder, is also under enquiry in 
connection with the plot. The investigation has been taken 
over by the Federal State Prosecutor's Office, an indication 
of how seriously it is being taken.The nazis were also 
preparing an attack on Franz Maget, a senior Bavarian 
Social Democrat. Other targets included mosques and a 
Greek school. 

The police discoveries followed an investigation into the 
beating of a Munich nazi who tried to defect from the far 
right earlier in the summer. Two of the men arrested in the 
city are known to have taken part in the beating. The police 
briefly detained two other extremists in Brandenburg and 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern after searching their homes. 

In an unusual step, police in Munich released the name 
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of one of those arrested. Martin Wiese, 27, is the leader of 
Kameradschaft Sud. He was active in organising counter- 
demonstrations in Munich against the travelling “Crimes of 
the Wehrmacht” exhibition, together with two leading nazis, 
Christian Worch and Steffen Hupka. In March, Wiese led a 
protest against the Iraq war at a US Army training area in 
Grafenwohr and in August he was prominent at the Rudolf 
Hess memorial march in Wunsiedel. 

Two of those arrested have been held on suspicion of 
belonging to a terrorist group. More arrests are expected. 

Meanwhile, the trial of three alleged members of the 
notorious nazi hate rock band Landser is continuing in Berlin. 
Michael Regener, 38, and Andre Moericke, 37, both from 
Berlin and Christian Wendorff, 27, from Potsdam are charged 
with “forming a criminal gang”. The court has had to listen to 
the band’s music as evidence, to the glee of the rabble of 
tattooed nazis who have packed out the public gallery. 

Experts on hate music have called the songs “musical 
accompaniment to murder”. This is literally the case, as 
music by Landser is known to have been played at the scene 
of at least two racist murders, those of the Algerian refugee 
Farid Guendoul in Guben and of Alberto Adriano in Dessau. 

Little recognition of this has filtered through to the court, 
nor has it really appreciated that music is now a key medium 
for the transmission of nazi ideas and for recruitment to the 
nazi scene. Indeed, the nazis feel so little threatened that 
they have turned the courtroom into a kind of drop-in centre 
with prominent figures such as Jean-René Bauer and 
Marcus Bischoff drifting by to watch the proceedings. 

Bauer is a thug who belongs to the nazi rocker gang “The 
Vandals” and has been convicted for illegal possession of 
firearms, while the recently jailed Bischoff is infamous for his 
declaration that “the time is ripe for White Aryan Resistance”. 

The three accused have had little to say, leaving some of the 
witnesses to steal the show. A star witness was Thorsten 
Heise, the internationally known nazi thug. Heise, 34, was 
called because the prosecutors believe he was present when 
the banned Landser CD, Republik der Strolche, was recorded 
in Sweden at a property owned by the now-dead Marcel Schilf. 

Questioned about this, Heise, himself currently the 
subject of prosecution, pleaded amnesia and launched into 
a litany of praise and publicity puff for Landser. Other nazi 
witnesses, too, have displayed similarly remarkable lapses 
of memory when cross-examined. 

Although the federal authorities see the current trial as a 
precedent, as it is the first to involve charges of forming a 
criminal gang brought against a band, the nazis have 
managed to reduce it to a provincial farce. A verdict is 
expected in October but the listless way the evidence of 
Landser’s activities and its international links is being 
handled does not augur a satisfactory outcome. 
















By Jan Raabe 


Armin Mohler the influential 
fascist philosopher dies 


THE LIBERAL FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU reported 
the death, on 4 July, of the veteran New Right theorist 
and fascist Armin Mohler under the heading 
“conservatism”. The description demonstrated the 
success of Mohler’s efforts over several decades to have 
extreme right-wing ideas accepted as no more than 
conservative. 

Mohler was important because he was one of the very 
few personalities of the extreme right-wing whose voice 
was heard in the centre of the society and among the 
German elite. 

Mohler was born in Basel, Switzerland, in 1920. 
After some initial enthusiasm for the intellectual avant- 
garde and contact with left-wing intellectuals and 
immigrants, he turned to right-wing philosophers 
such as Friedrich Nietzsche, Oswald Spengler and 
Ernst Jiinger, and moved to Germany illegally in 1942. 
His decision, at the height of Hitler’s war of aggression, 
was prompted not only by his admiration of the 
ideology and writings of these people but also by his 
fundamental sympathy with the political aims and 
practice of National Socialism. 

As he wrote in 1989: “I decided for something, to 
which more than just our common language connected 
me: not for the ‘good’ Germany but for the undivided 
German nation, for the German Reich fighting for 
its existence, and that was not the Holy Roman Empire 
of the German nation, but the Third Reich.” But his 
enthusiasm for the Third Reich was not reciprocated 
and, despite his energetic efforts to enlist, both the SS 
and the Wehrmacht rejected him. After studying for a 
term in Berlin, he decided at the end of 1942 to return to 
Switzerland, where he was arrested. 

By 1943, however, Mohler was able to take up the 
study of philosophy, with history of art and German 
philology as subsidiary subjects, in Basel and wrote his 
first articles. His interest in the extreme right since 
the turn of the century had grown considerably. In 1949, 
he gained a doctorate for a dissertation titled 
The Conservative Revolution in Germany 1918-1932. 
Commenting on Mohler’s thesis, his left liberal tutor, 
Karl Jaspers, said: “This is what we philosophers are like. 
We breed snakes at our own breast.” 

He was right in Mohler’s case, because by inventing 
the term “conservative revolution” Mohler was trying to 
detach the right-wing intellectual precursors of vélkisch 
and fascist politics from their conversion to, and 
radicalisation in, fascism in order to make their 
rehabilitation possible. 

Through his intellectual activities, Mohler caught the 
attention of Ernst Jiinger, the doyen of literary German 
nationalism, and acted as his private secretary from 
1949 until 1953. Through this contact with the much 
lauded author of the militaristic First World War novel 
Storm of Steel, Mohler met Carl Schmitt, Friedrich 
George Jiinger, Gerhard Nebe and Ernst Klett, the still 
living protagonists of the very conservative revolution 
that he himself had created. 

After these years of apprenticeship, Mohler left for 
Paris in 1953 to work as a foreign correspondent for a 
number of papers including Die Zeit. He was fascinated 
by Gaullism, which seemed to offer a course that that 
was independent of both the USA and the Soviet Union. 
He became a connoisseur of the extreme right in France, 


where he was later to become a mentor of the New Right 
and to hold the likes of Alain de Benoist in high esteem. 

After eight years in Paris, Mohler was lured back to 
Germany to work for the Carl Friedrich von Siemens 
Foundation. In 1964 he became the managing director 
of this think-tank, which he systematically turned into a 
political-cultural organisation of the New Right. 

The following year he published a book, What the 
Germans fear, in which he not only demanded an 
amnesty for Nazi criminals and a return to German 
national sovereignty, but also proposed a German form 
of Gaullism, from which he expected a strengthened 
Germany to emerge on the world political stage. 
This book was a key text and set the tone for Ernst Nolte’s 
later attempts to relativise Nazism which eventually 
sparked off the so-called “historians’ quarrel” in 1986. 
Like Mohler before him, Nolte was seeking the “release of 
the Germans from the mental grip of the Allies”. 

Mohler’s role was more than simply academic because 
he was in a position to influence policy, for example as 
an adviser and speechwriter for Franz Josef Strauss, the 
ultra-right Prime Minister of Bavaria and West German 
Defence Minister. 

Just as it seemed he was being rewarded for his efforts, 
Mohler became embroiled in a major political scandal 
when, in 1967, on the eve of being awarded the 
prestigious Konrad Adenauer Prize, it was revealed that 
he had been writing under an alias for the openly fascist 
Deutsche Nationalzeitung. 

No longer acceptable in the circles he had been 
moving in, Mohler was frozen out politically and left 
with few outlets for his work other than in Criticon, a 
virulently right-wing journal that he founded with 
Caspar von Schrenk-Notzing in 1970. 

Mohler saw his task at the time as being to extend 
the influence of the French New Right to Germany. 
This was an important goal because the French New 
Right was also trying to rehabilitate the German thinkers 
whom Mohler idolised and who blazed the trail for 
Nazism. Accordingly, in 1983 he started dabbling in 
practical politics again by joining an alliance of far- 
rightist intellectuals known as the Council of Germany, 
which functioned as a political pressure group. 

Thanks to outbreaks of internal strife, the Council of 
Germany soon flopped but this did not stop Mohler 
praising the SS memoirs of Franz Schénhuber a fellow 
Council member and the founder of the fascist 
Republikaner party. Following the demise of the Council 
and his retirement from the Carl Friedrich von Siemens 
Foundation, Mohler resumed writing and returned to 
his political roots. 

In later years, he threw caution to the wind, openly 
writing articles for organs of nazi theory such as Nation & 
Europa. Indeed, in an interview in 1995 with the Leipziger 
Volkszeitung, Mohler publicly confessed what anti- 
fascists had known for a long time: that he was a fascist 
but, he claimed, “in the sense of Jose Antonio Primo de 
Rivera’, the blood-soaked Spanish fascist leader. 

The confession was timely. Mohler’s political work was 
all but done. Much of what he had worked for so 
assiduously was by then either official policy of the 
Christian Democrats or a matter of open public debate 
with all previous taboos removed: German unity, 
sovereignty and identity, the drawing of a line under 
Germany's recent past, questioning the uniqueness of 
the Holocaust and the discussion of German war guilt. 

Mohler will not be lamented. What comes after him 
and for which he helped lay the foundations might be 
infinitely worse. 
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Doctor killer executed 


Despite capture, conviction and execution, 
a transnational network of anti-abortion zealots 
threatens further violence. By Mike Reynolds 
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he violent wing of the transnational anti- 
abortion movement was galvanised to feverish 
life in recent months by a succession of 
dramatic events here in the United States that 
brought the threat of faith-based domestic 
terrorism back to the front page. 

In March James Kopp was convicted and sentenced to 
life imprisonment for his 1998 sniper murder of Dr 
Barnet Slepian, an abortion provider, at his home in 
Buffalo, New York. Kopp is also charged or suspected 
in six other sniper-style attacks dating back to 1994 on 
doctors in Canada and the United States that left three 
seriously wounded. All the victims either were Jewish or 
had Jewish names. 

Two months after Kopp’s conviction America’s most 
infamous fugitive, accused serial bomber Eric Robert 
Rudolph, was captured in a fluke arrest by a small-town 
cop in Murphy, North Carolina, in the early morning 
hours of 31 May. Rudolph is charged with a series of nail- 
bombings that began with the Centennial Park 
explosion during the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta and 
continued with attacks at two abortion clinics and a gay 
bar that left three people dead and nearly 200 wounded. 

The 36-year-old Rudolph is a product of a toxic 
ideological brew comprised in equal parts of racist 
Christian Identity, Catholic traditionalist antisemitism 
and the neo-fascist theories of Francis Parker Yockey. 
He served as an inspiration to the British neo-nazi 
nail-bomber David Copeland who terrorised London 
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with a series of bombings that left three people dead and 
scores permanently maimed and injured. Copeland 
amassed a large file on Rudolph and the bombings in 
Atlanta and Birmingham before launching his own 
deadly assault on minorities and gays. 

Letters allegedly written by Rudolph that were mailed 
to law enforcement agencies and the media claimed 
credit for the Atlanta bombings in the name of “the 
Army Of God” (AOG), the underground terrorist network 
that includes Kopp and the anti-abortion terrorist Paul 
Hill. Rudolph will face the death penalty when he goes 
to trial next year in Birmingham for the 1998 clinic 
bombing that left an off-duty police officer dead and a 
nurse seriously injured. 

On 21 August, 13 days before Hill’s scheduled 
execution, two other advocates of “justifiable homicide’, 
Loretta Marra and her husband, the convicted clinic 
bomber Dennis Malvasi, were freed by a federal judge 
after serving 26 months for aiding and abetting Kopp 
during his time as a fugitive in England, Ireland in France. 

Kopp fled the US in November 1998 after shooting Dr 
Slepian in his kitchen with a single round from an AK47 
rifle fired from the woods behind his home. The longtime 
anti-abortion protester and traditionalist Catholic zealot 
was spirited out of the country to Mexico and from there 
to London. With considerable assistance from associates 
in the UK, Kopp made his way to Ireland and into the 
arms of the Dublin centre of the Sacerdotal Society of 
Pius X (SSPX), a global fascist-friendly traditionalist 
Catholic sect rife with clerical antisemitism. 

Until his photo was splashed across the pages of an 
Irish tabloid, forcing him immediately to flee the 
country, Kopp worshipped and worked at the Pius X 
House in Dublin for nearly a year. According to FBI 
reports he was accompanied by two unidentified priests 
when he escaped on the ferry from Cork to France on 12 
March 2001. 

During Marra’s and Malvasi’s hearing before a federal 
judge in Brooklyn on 20 August, prosecutors introduced 
FBI wire taps that further illuminated the transnational 
network of extremists that cradled Kopp during his two 
and a half year international flight from the law. 
According to court testimony, just as Kopp made his 
cross channel skip from Ireland to France, Marra 
immediately got on the phone to a woman in England 
identified as Sophia Goodwin with instructions on how 
to get money to the fugitive by way of an unnamed 
priest in Dinan where Kopp was due to atrive. 

After walking out of the courtroom into the arms of 
welcoming supporters, Marra and Malvasi were 
defiantly unrepentant, railing against the court that had 


just freed them from their jail cells. Marra claimed 
“unjust treatment by the government” while Malvasi 
called the system “demonic”. 

Marra and Kopp were among the hardcore cadre 
leaders who first established the extreme anti-abortion 
transnational network more than ten years ago with 
training and protest forays into England, Ireland, France 
and Italy. There is little doubt among investigators that it 
was this network that kept Kopp in safe houses and 
forged documents and money while he was a fugitive. 

The climatic event for the AOG and its allies came on 
the evening of 3 September with Hill’s execution in 
Florida’s death chamber. In the run-up to Hill’s 
“murder”, as his supporters refer to it, Kopp issued a 
statement titled “I’m Going To Florida’, encouraging 
support for his longtime friend and fellow AOG “soldier”. 

In the weeks before the execution, death threats 
packaged with .270 live bullets were mailed to Florida’s 
Attorney General, two prison officials and the judge 
who presided in Hill’s trial for the murders in 1994. 
Days before his scheduled execution, a grinning Hill 
gave a press conference to assembled reporters in which 
he claimed the status of “martyr” and advocated that 
“more people should act as I acted”. 

Some 50 supporters of Hill stood vigil outside the 
prison walls, led by AOG proselytisers, including Donald 
Spitz, Hill’s “spiritual adviser”; Michael Bray, the 
Christian Reconstructionist minister, convicted clinic 
bomber and unswerving advocate of the “death penalty” 
for abortion providers and homosexuals; and Neal 
Horsley, the Internet provider of the Nuremberg Files, 
the website that lists the names, addresses and 
photographs of “baby killers” — doctors, clinic workers 
and abortion rights advocates — in the United States, 
Canada, England, Ireland and Australia. 

Inside the prison, at 6pm, the time came for Hill’s 
last words. 

“If you believe abortion is a lethal force, you should 
oppose the force and do what you have to do to stop it,” 
he said calmly as he lay strapped to a gurney, staring at 
the ceiling. “May God help you to protect the unborn as 
you would want to be protected.” Then he swallowed 
air, wet his lips and died from a state administered 
lethal injection. 

On Spitz and Horsley’s websites visitors were directed 
to a close-up photo of Hill’s handcuffed hands forming 
the symbol of the Phineas Priesthood, an Old Testament 
reference that has been used to justify murder by anti- 
abortion extremists and their counterparts in Christian 
Identity. Hill had advocated “Phineas actions” in 
writings before and after his murders in 1994. 

Soon after his death it emerged that Hill had left 
behind a manuscript he had written while in prison that 
was passed to his AOG compatriots. The book is 
described as a how-to manual for terrorists. According 
to Time magazine, it “details not only how to stalk an 
abortion doctor, but also advises potential martyrs on a 
number of other details, such as how to prepare 
themselves mentally and emotionally to kill a law 
enforcement officer who might be escorting the doctor. 
‘You have to kill the officer first,’ according to Hill.” 

Among Hill’s supporters outside the prison were 
young men in black paratrooper pants and black t-shirts 
with black berets sporting the AOG logo. They are 
among a growing number of next generation zealots in 
North America, the UK and Europe who are being urged 
by Bray, Spitz, Horsley and other veteran fanatics to 
follow in the steps of such “heroes” and “martyrs” as Hill, 
Rudolph, and Kopp. 





The Phineas Priesthood 


PAUL HILLS HANDS forming the symbol of the 
secretive white supremacist Phineas Priesthood. 
One of its best known adherents was Byron de la 
Beckwith, who was convicted in 1994 of 
murdering the Mississippi civil rights leader 
Medgar Evers in 1963. 

Beckwith, who died in prison in 2001, considered 
himself a “priest” in the Identity movement, almost 
certainly a reference to the Phineas Priesthood. 
Identity is a quasi-theology that contends that the 
white people of northern Europe are the real “Lost 
Tribes of Israel”, people of colour are not fully 
human and Jews are Satanic. 

The first known mention of the Phineas Priesthood 
was by Richard Kelley Hoskins in 1985. In 1990 he 
published a book, Vigilantes of Christendom, 
subtitled The Story of the Phineas Priesthood. 
Like others in the Identity movement, Hoskins 
reinterpreted Biblical scripture and claimed that the 
Biblical character Phineas justifiably killed two 
people because they were engaged in “interracial” 
sex. The implication is that such murders are 
justified, because the killers are enforcing God’s 
law. After recounting several well known murders 
committed during the 1980s by white supremacists, 
Hoskins claimed that the perpetrators were Phineas 
Priests who “believe that their God has called them 
to their dangerous work ... Anyone they consider to 
have violated any of the laws written in the Bible 
may become their quarry.” 

After the law enforcement authorities arrested 
most of the members of the nazi underground 
organisation, The Order, in 1984 and 1985, US nazis 
were forced to reconsider their strategy of forming 
large networks of cells and began to advocate 
action by individuals fighting alone. 

William Pierce’s novel, Hunter, glorifies an 
individual killer who is ultimately more successful 
than any organised terror group. Hoskins’s Phineas 
Priests are similarly individual killers and 
Vigilantes argued that The Order’s large-scale 
guerrilla strategy was wrong. “The correct number 
[of an underground cell is] six. Only six - the 
efficient organisation, hard to locate, hard to 
apprehend. The seventh member, its leader, God.” 

It appears that the conviction of Beckwith and 
other racist murderers in the 1990s did not put an 
end to the Phineas Priesthood, as the Hill case 
shows this cult is still very much alive and active. 
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From Jeroen Bosch of Alert! in Utrecht 
Fascist veteran could face prison 


JOOP GLIMMERVEEN, the “grand old man” of Dutch 
fascism, may face a two-month prison sentence if he is 
found guilty on charges arising from speeches he made 
at nazi meetings seven years ago. 

Glimmerveen, whose trial opened on 28 August, 
became head of the Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) a few 
years after it was founded in 1971. A longtime fascist 
activist, he has stood, always on an openly racist ticket, 
for election to the Dutch national parliament and in city 
council elections in The Hague. He gained notoriety in 
The Netherlands for his high profile association with the 
NVU, whose original aims were to win rehabilitation for 
Nazi war criminals, spread national socialist ideology 
and reunite The Netherlands with the neighbouring 
Belgian Flanders region. 

When Glimmerveen took charge of the NVU, he 
reshaped the party’s agenda to centre on the more or 
less new issue of “the problem of the foreigners living in 
The Netherlands”. Thanks to his efforts, this was to 
become the flagship issue for the whole of the far right. 
At the end of the 1970s, the Dutch government tried to 
ban the NVU but was unsuccessful because it had not 
prepared its case well enough. The failure drew 
widespread international political flak at the time. 
Glimmerveen subsequently resigned as party chairman 
after the NVU failed to contest every constituency in the 
May 1981 national election and won only 10,522 votes. 
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By 1983 he was back in his post. As befits his long 
record, Glimmerveen has notched up a series of 
convictions for spreading racial hatred. He was fined 450 
euros for distributing pamphlets declaring “The Hague 
must remain white and safe. Help to free our city from 
the plague of Surinamese and Antilleans!”. He was 
sentenced to 30 days in prison for another similar 
pamphlet and six weeks for making racist and 
antisemitic remarks in a magazine interview. 

The NVU gained its reputation among fascists by 
distributing racist leaflets and commemorating Dutch 
Nazi war criminals as well as Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s 
deputy. Its youth organisation staged demonstrations, 
mainly when left-wingers took to the streets to protest 
against war or nuclear missiles, at the beginning of the 
1980s. The NVU’s main business, however, was to gain 
support by provoking violent incidents with foreigners 
and immigrants. 

In 1987, Glimmerveen threw in the towel, evidently 
fed up with the NVU’s lack of success, money and 
members, and wounded by competition from the fascist 
CP’86 and the Centrum Democraten. Repeated brushes 
with the law and anti-fascists also prompted the NVU to 
lower its profile. 

Glimmerveen remained more or less unknown outside 
fascist circles until 1996, when Constant Kusters, the 
NVU's current boss, and Eite Homan, leader of the 
Aktiefront Nationale Socialisten (ANS), brought him out 
of mothballs in a bid to breathe new life into the NVU. 
For Kusters and Homan, the NVU was a vitally needed 
vehicle for recruitment of the bonehead wing of the soon- 
to-be-banned CP’86. The veteran Glimmerveen was 
wheeled out to speak passionately at several meetings 
with Dutch and German fascists and became the key 
figure in joint activity between the NVU and CP’86. 

At the end of 1996, with the CP’86 rapidly crumpling 
under the impact of internal rows and the extreme-right 
Centrum Democraten vanishing to the point of non- 
existence, the radical nazi wing of CP’86 met in Rotterdam. 
Glimmerveen showed up with an NVU delegation in 
support of the British National Party member Stewart 
Mordaunt and the hardcore nazi Martijn Freling. They had 
launched a takeover bid in CP’86 but had been kicked out 
the previous week by the party leadership under chairman 
Wim Beaux, now active in the fascist New National Party. 

At this impromptu congress, which was not 
recognised by the remainder of CP’86, Mordaunt and 
Freling expelled Beaux and his allies in the CP’86 
executive from the party. Mordaunt and Freling 
eventually emerged victorious from the dispute when 
the Chamber of Commerce judged their congress to 
have been the legally constituted one. 

It was against this background that Glimmerveen 
made the speeches that have landed him in the dock. 
In particular, he is accused of threatening a Green Left 
MP calling for her expulsion from The Netherlands and 
declaring that she “should be put in a labour camp to 
lose some weight”. 

A week later on 9 November, at a meeting in a bar in 
Schiedam to commemorate Hitler's failed 1923 Munich 
putsch and the Nazi Kristallnacht pogrom of 1938, 


Glimmerveen threatened the chief editor of a 
newspaper, who had dared to call for his prosecution, 
by boasting that he would hang him from the highest 
tree when the NVU came to power. 

After both meetings, the nazis present went out and 
attacked foreigners. Two of the nazis, who were later 
convicted, stated that they had been incited by 
Glimmerveen’'s speeches. He was charged. 

In March 1998, Glimmerveen was given a four-month 
sentence after being convicted for inciting racial hatred, 
insulting and threatening behaviour and inciting violent 
behaviour. On appeal in May 1999, Glimmerveen’s 
sentence was reduced to three months after he was 
acquitted of a charge of threatening the newspaper 
editor. Then in May 2001 the Dutch High Court referred 
the conviction back to a court in Amsterdam. 

A key issue in Glimmerveen’s latest trial is whether the 
meetings in 1996 were public and whether the press was 
permitted entry. Several reporters from newspapers, 
radio and television were present at the first meeting 


FRANCE 


From Esbé for Reflex in Paris 
Le Pen back on election trail 


JEAN-MARIE LE PEN, president of the Front National (FN), 
returned to the French political stage on 6 September at a 
meeting in the Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur (PACA) region, 
where he is standing in elections next March for the 
regional presidency. 

The meeting was part of a regional “Festival of the 
Tricolour” in Saint-Martin-de-Crau, which replaced the FN’s 
traditional annual Blue-White-Red festival in Paris, cancelled 
for the second year in succession after the socialist mayor of 
Paris refused the FN its former usual venue. 

Le Pen’s speech to the southern faithful contained 
nothing new, just the usual blustering attacks on the 
government for its public finance deficit and its handling of 
this summer’s deadly heat wave. He promised that the 
weeks to come would bring an onslaught on the “synergy of 
decadence” (read “social movements”) which, according to 
him, are influencing the conservative government. 

Rather more interesting are the prospects for the FN’s 
campaign for the regional elections, for which Le Pen will 
present a complete list of candidates in mid-October. 
The leaders of the FN, it appears, are counting on a three- 
pronged strategy: to establish a serious profile on the ground; 
to adopt an “attitude of gathering and opening” (which means 
to seek as many local pacts with elected representatives of 
other right-wing parties as possible) and finally to demonstrate 
the FN’s competence by attracting senior public officials and 
former regional councillors onto its candidates’ list. 

The FN is very aware that it has the image of an “amateur 
party” that has never held power, other than municipally in 
four towns, and needs to prove itself nationally. The polls at 
the moment are registering only 20% support for the FN in 
the PACA region but one must remember that Le Pen 
topped the vote almost everywhere in the region in the first 
round of the presidential elections last year. 


Poujade dies 

The summer heat wave had tragic consequences for many 

elderly people in France but one man anti-fascists will not 

mourn is Pierre Poujade, who died on 27 August aged 82. 
Poujade came to prominence in 1954 when he founded 


but the second was divided into two parts: one public — 
which meant that invited press representatives were 
able to attend — and another in which the press had to 
leave, except for a photographer. 

Glimmerveen admits that he made the speeches and 
insists that he would have done so whether or not the 
meetings were public. However, while he used to be 
keen to go to prison as a martyr for the “movement”, he 
is now less than enthusiastic about a custodial sentence. 

His defence is that, since the rise of Pim Fortuyn, 
nobody gets convicted for racist remarks in The 
Netherlands and anti-racist laws should not be used as a 
political tool to silence opponents. The Dutch attorney- 
general is demanding a two-month sentence because 
his speeches were radical, made in public and reported 
by the press. 

If he goes to prison, he is unlikely to wrest leadership 
of the NVU from Kusters, which now appears to have 
been the real motive for his reemergence seven years 
ago from the fascist woodwork. 


the Union for the Defence of Tradesmen and Craftsmen 
(UDCA), a violent anti-tax movement of small shopkeepers. 
He had been a fascist sympathiser of the French Popular 
Party (PPF) before the war but refused to collaborate with 
the Nazis and followed an eclectic course. 

His populist movement, which became known as the 
Poujadists, mainly attracted former collaborators and young 
radical nationalists such as Jean-Marie Le Pen who, in 
1956, became the youngest French MP on the UDCA 
ticket. Claiming to be the “defender of small people against 
the big”, Poujade based his policy on demagogy and the 
fight against taxation policy but never missed a chance to 
lash out at the “wogs” and “stateless people” who, he 
claimed, were occupying France. 

The Poujadist movement did not survive the Fifth Republic 
and fell apart, except in Algeria where it persisted until 1958. 
Poujade became a Gaullist, then supported Mitterrand in 
1981 and 1988, Chirac in 1995 and Chévénement in 2002. 
Although his personality and glibness undoubtedly influenced 
Le Pen, it is difficult to link the two men politically. Interestingly, 
the FN has not yet reacted officially to Poujade’s demise. 


Extremist fraudster arrested in Moscow 

Joel Michel Sambuis, aka “The Chameleon”, alleged figure 
behind the Anti-Arab website “SOS Racaille”, was arrested 
in Moscow on 15 July. This recidivist bank card fraudster, 
who stole around £8 million, was wanted for hacking 
banking operations and databases. He is also suspected of 
supporting and financing “extremist groups”. 

SOS Racaille differs from other extreme-right websites 
because of its open invitations to police officers to 
denounce so-called “riff raff” publicly. According to one 
source, Sambuis was thrown out of the FN in 1985 for his 
“neo-nazi position” before he joined up with a small and 
secretive paramilitary group. 


Chirac killer legally responsible 
Maxime Brunerie, the author of the failed attempt to kill 
Jacques Chirac last year, has been judged legally 
responsible for his actions by a panel of psychiatric experts. 
The psychiatrists found that Brunerie, a sympathiser of 
the now banned fascist group Unité Radicale, has above 
average intelligence but suffers from schizophrenia and 
showed suicidal tendencies before his abortive 
assassination attempt. The panel’s decision, however, is 
not conclusive because the judge in his case is waiting for 
other expert evidence before starting Brunerie’s trial. 
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Alfio Bernabei 


British author joins Mussolini 
revisionist chorus 


EVER SINCE SILVIO BERLUSCONI brought fascists into 
his first short lived 1994 government there has been a 
campaign to revalue fascism and present it in a 
favourable light. Apologia of fascism remains a crime, 
but with the return of Berlusconi’s second government, 
yet again supported by neo-fascists and racists, 
attempts to defend fascism have redoubled. Berlusconi 
has himself recently declared: “Mussolini never killed 
anyone, he sent people on holiday into internal exile”. 
Mussolini’s granddaughter, a National Alliance MP, 
happily chimed: “There was a love affair between 
Italians and Il Duce”. 

Nicholas Farrell’s Mussolini (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 
London, 2003) provides one of the first examples in 
English of this surge of historical revisionism that harps 
on the “benign” aspects of the dictatorship. The author 
appears to have adopted some of the arguments put 
forward by the neo-fascists who throng to Predappio, 
where Mussolini, “certainly not evil’, is buried “like a 
saint”, and the air around his tomb is “thick with the 
sugary smell of candle wax and white lilies”. 

He knows the smell because he lives there. It takes 
some real passion for the subject matter to decide to 
settle in this creepy village where every day one has 
to walk past fascist minimarkets of nazi paraphernalia 
with Mussolini’s “virile image” peering from hundreds 
of effigies and statuettes, Forza Nuova insignia and 
swastikas on t-shirts. 

Under the spell of Mussolini’s cavernous 
mausoleum the author has developed strange ideas 
about events driven by “destiny”, “the spirit” and 
seduction. “Italy was the lady and Hitler was full of 
seductive urgency”, he writes, and “unlike the British, 
Hitler pulled out all the stops to seduce the Fascist 
lady”. He refers to the “phallic worship” and opines, 
“Mussolini was the satisfier of the dominant urge in 
Italians”. In the same vein we are given abundant 
details about Mussolini’s “female targets”, topped by 
the sentence: “Mussolini had bitten Giulia (one of the 
“hundreds of women lovers”) a@ la Mike Tyson!” 
See what happens to a Cambridge educated historian 
when he decides to settle in what used to be, as he 
puts it, “the fascist Bethlehem” and succumbs to 
the abject diet of soaps provided by Berlusconi’s 
TV channels. 

Much of the rest of the volume consists of excuses for 
what Mussolini actually did in terms of violent 
repression, suppression of democracy which he hated, 
criminal opportunism in international matters leading 
to the alliance with Hitler, the imposition of racial 
laws, and finally the stab in the back against Britain 
and France. 

Several episodes appear amputated of some of their 
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content and implications. The fascist killings before the 
1924 elections are treated quite blandly, the flight 
abroad of thousands of antifascists from persecution 
barely gets a mention, the atrocities in Ethiopia are 
dealt with briefly, the killing of the Rosselli brothers gets 
18 lines. We also learn that the 1938 racial laws were 
alien to fascism because “for Mussolini the spirit, not 
the race, is what counted” (one wonders why 7,800 
Italian Jews were deported of which 5,910 died). We are 
told that resistance against the nazi fascists was in fact 
the work of terrorists. And that the partisans were 
murderers who needlessly “provoked” the reprisal of 
the Germans. 

The author goes to some lengths to divert attention 
away from key episodes. The killing of the socialist 
leader Giacomo Matteotti was a “mistake” and 
Mussolini had nothing to do with it. To emphasise the 
point the narrative is interrupted by long paragraphs 
about Mussolini’s gastric troubles, the jealousy of his 
lovers and his hatred for slippers. Nothing is said about 
the fact that Matteotti was killed largely because he 
was making contacts abroad to denounce fascism, 
including a trip to London. One would expect a British 
author to have spotted at the very least the mock 
obituary published by a fascist paper on the eve of his 
killing under the telling headline “English salt”. 
Equally, there is nothing about the fact that Matteotti 
was collecting information on suspect financial 
dealings in oil. 

On Mussolini’s alliance with Hitler the author 
blames the British. Mussolini is a wise man who 
wanted to be with Hitler in order to control him. 
The British, according to Farrell, should have met 
Mussolini’s demands, closed their eyes on Spain and 
Ethiopia, seconded his every wish. The fools, they 
didn't. Thus it appears that if Mussolini declared war 
on Britain it was almost Britain’s fault. Later we are 
invited to feel sorry for poor Mussolini when he 
becomes “a prisoner of the Germans’, destined to be a 
victim whatever he does. Of course Mussolini was not 
idle at Sald in Hitler’s embrace. One of his pastimes 
was to oversee the bloody deeds of his ferocious 
militia intent on killing antifascists. But we don’t get 
much of that. 

So determined is the systematic belittling of the 
resistance movement that the author appears to ignore 
that long before 1943 there were thousands of 
antifascists at work in Italy and abroad. Only a few miles 
from Predappio, in Forli, in the local Istituto della 
Resistenza, he could have found hundreds of volumes 
about the resistance and learned that British officers 
thanked the partisans who had prepared their advance 
by taking control of whole villages and sabotaging the 
infrastructures used by the nazi fascists. 

Ravished by the “jaunty allegro” of Giovinezza, 
Giovinezza, the fascist hymn that he finds so 
irresistible, the author interprets the “consensus” of 
Italians as genuine. He seems unaware that in order to 
get a job one had to be a member of the fascist party 
and that the dictatorship had developed a system of 
social control that kept every single family under 
constant surveillance in every town and in every 
village. 

We are told that Mussolini’s tomb is visited every year 
by thousands of Italians. Not true. By nazi fascist 
Italians. And by some visitors from abroad seduced by 
a criminal who is estimated to have contributed to 
the death of at least one million people because of 
his policies. 
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From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Former Freedom Party councillor jailed for Holocaust denial 


A FORMER FREEDOM PARTY district councillor in 
Vienna has been sentenced to three years in prison after 
being found guilty of Holocaust denial. Wolfgang 
Frohlich, whose trial in Vienna ended on 3 September, 
is likely however only to serve one year. The sentence 
on the 52-year-old engineer is yet to be confirmed and 
his right-wing defence lawyer, Herbert Schaller, is 
considering an appeal. 

The case against Frohlich proceeded in a tense 
atmosphere when the court rejected demands for proof 
of the Holocaust on the grounds that the facts about 
Nazi genocide were already proven. The decision 
provoked loud laughter and interruptions in the court 
room. As a result the judge had first to call for order and 
then for the court to be cleared. This sparked violent 
protests in which insults were hurled at the judge. 
The delivery of the verdict was also greeted with angry 
outbursts from some of Fréhlich’s supporters. 

Schaller described the Austrian legislation banning 
attempts to revive Nazism as an “emergency law” which 
“resembled a dictatorship’. He went on to claim that 
Fréhlich’s statements were “scientifically valid” and 
that he should be allowed to communicate his views. 
Schaller has previously represented the convicted 
Auschwitz liar Gerd Honsik, who was sentenced to 18 
months in prison but fled to Spain. 

Frohlich pleaded not guilty and claimed that he was 
“only speaking the truth’. The former Freedom Party 
representative, who was expelled from the party in 1994 
after loudly complaining about the “multicultural 
bastardisation of society”, cut little ice with the court. 
The evidence against him included no fewer than 17 
documents, written in the 1990s, in which he denied the 
mass gassings of Jews in the Third Reich. 

According to Karl Schober, the public prosecutor, 
Froéhlich’s writings demonstrated that he had “a mental 
proximity to the revisionists”. He declared that Frohlich 
had used pseudo-scientific observations to dispute the 
existence of gas chambers in the Third Reich and to 
deny nazi mass extermination. “His so-called scientific 
work boils down to stereotypical [Holocaust] denial and 
his opinions are thus subject to the law.” 

Fréhlich countered that “history is a constant process 
of revision” and claimed that he had circulated his 
writings widely to public institutions, authorities and 
private individuals in order to “convince decent people 
that the Austrians have been shamelessly deceived”. 
He had been scornful about the murder of millions of 
people with Zyklon B and fumes from diesel motors, 
claiming that it was “absolutely impossible”. His claims, 
he boasted, had been known for a decade and had still 
not been disproved. 

Asked by the court whether gas chambers had existed, 
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Frohlich replied: “I was not there. I cannot know’. 
Lack of first-hand knowledge did not prevent him from 
claiming that Mauthausen’and Dachau were built after 
the war and that the gas chambers had only been used 
“for clothes and utensils”. Finally, he maintained that 
prisoners in German concentration camps were looked 
after decently and that hygiene conditions there were 
unobjectionable. 

Fréhlich’s trial ended a long period in which he was 
wanted under an international warrant, despite having 
spent most of his time in Vienna. When he was arrested 
at the end of June, he claimed he had been in “political 
exile in a foreign embassy”. It is known that Frohlich 
made a request for asylum at the Iranian embassy, but 
he refused to say more on the matter. 

A distasteful aspect of the case was absence of any 
action over the courtroom behaviour of Fréhlich’s 
friends and sympathisers. These bawling nazis may 
have intimidated witnesses and affected the trial. 
Such incidents are far from unique in the history of 
Austrian legal proceedings. 

Also outrageous is the fact that while awaiting trial 
Frohlich took the liberty of distributing hundreds of CDs 
titled “the gas chamber swindle”. In his preface to the 
material on the CDs, he accuses Dr Helmut Kellner, 
the chief public prosecutor, of having driven the 
Austrian right-wing extremist, Dr Werner Pfeifenberger, 
to his death. It remains to be seen whether Frohlich will 
be tried for this slander of a senior civil servant. 
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MALSKI’S NAZI ARMY: Don Martin, chairman of 
the extremist British 
League of Rights, claimed 
at a recent meeting that 
two members of the 
government were “very 

-| sympathetic” to his cause. 
|| He had long conversations 
| with them but they have to 
| “keep their horns drawn in” 
at the moment so as not to 
prejudice their positions. 

Martin was speaking at 
a League of Rights 
| meeting in Birmingham’s 
right in Britain New Imperial Hotel, held 

mae) | on 19 August. 
ee : The main speaker at the 
Birmingham meeting was South African Ivor Benson. Benson is a 
former “news analyst” for the government controlled South African 
Broadcasting Corporation. Benson and Martin are currently travelling 
the country, addressing a series of meetings.... 

Benson spoke on the subject of South Africa. In his view 
“international finance capital”, or the “money power” was behind 
what was happening in the world. The “money power” arranged for 
the Russian Revolution to take place was behind the growth of 
nationalism after the Second World War, and stopped the Falklands 
Islands from being developed. 
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One march, one 
slogan, shut 
down the BNP 


When the massive Unity 
march arrives at the cancer 
that is the British National 
Party headquarters in 
Welling on 16 October, it will 
be in the wake of murders, 
violent assaults, arsons and 
damage to the homes and 
businesses of Asians, 
blacks and Jews throughout 
the country. The aim of the 
demonstration will be to 
conduct practical preventive 
2 medicine to make sure that 
| the BNP’s freak council by- 
= election success in Tower 
Hamlets remains just that. 

Searchlight is not rushing to condemn the 1,480 people of Millwall 
who voted nazi and the others who chose the softer racist option of 
voting Liberal Democrat. The vote for the BNP, like many other types of 
crime, cannot be wished away with talk about bad housing and 
unemployment. The area has suffered from a high level of family 
violence and delinquency for years and is in many respects a textbook 
breeding ground for fascism with its strong lumpen element.... 

When we arrive in Welling on 16 October, we shall tell the nazis of 
the BNP: no more Rolan Adamses, no more Stephen Lawrences, no 
more Rohit Duggals, no more Ruhullah Arameshes, no more 
Quaddas Alis and certainly no more BNP. See you there. 
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HOPE NOT HATE 


Wear our multicoloured beacon against racism and fascism. 


Shirt just £9.99 with all profits to Searchlight 
local campaigns against the BNP | 
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